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deluded into fuch- à one, a im ail probability entail 
upon us greater Miſeries than thoſe we have hitherto under- 
gone. 

That in my private Capacity J have adyenturd to ſug- 
geſt my humble Sentiments on ſo great a Subject, is princi- 
pally owing to the Deſire J have of being ſerviceable to my 
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Some Thoughts on Peace and War, &c. 


Am in this Diſcourſe to conſider theſe three Points: 


I. Whether it may be the Intereſt of the Allies to conclude a Peace 
on the preſent Conjuncture. "17329 
II. Upon what Conditions it may be ſafe to make a Peace. 
III. By what Method the Advantages already obtain'd may be' beſt 
improv'd, for the eaſier procuring ſuch Conditions. 


I. It is an old Obſervation, and a true one, That the French have for 
the moſt part repair'd by their Craft and Subtlety in Negotiations, the 
Loſſes they have ſuſtain'd in War; and I am afraid we ſhall have more 

reaſon than ever to ſay ſo, if a Peace be concluded upon the Terms that 
arenow, or have beenlately propos'd by France. 

Io make this the clearer, I ſhall endeavour to evince, that altho the 
whole Monarchy of Spain, and its Dependencies in Europe and the Indies, 
and all the other Uſurpations the French have made ſince the Death of 
Lewis XIII. were fairly reſtor'd to the Owners; the Princes of Europe 
would have little reaſon to expect to be ſecure from freſh Encroachments, 

except the Power of the King at home be reduc d to its antient and legal 

Bounds, | EW „ 

The Kingdom of France is ſo rich in it ſelf, and produces ſo vaſt. a 
quantity of the moſt valuable Merchandizes and Commodities; and Com- 
merce and Navigation have been of late ſo vaſtly improv'd by the ex- 
cellent Laws eſtabliſh'd for that purpoſe and the Encouragement given 
to Trade; that were it poſſible that Nation could be ſo far exhauſted as 
not to have a Million of Mony in the Kingdom, yet give them but ten years 

Peace and Trade, and they will be able once again to wreſtle for the 

Univerſal Empire, for which they have from the time of Fancis I. ſo ea- 

gerly contended. | 

Champagne, Burgundy, Languedoc, Guienne, Sainteonge, Poitou, the 

Countries about Nantes and Rochel, and moſt other Provinces of the 

Kingdom, produce the beſt and the greateſt abundance of Wine, Brandy 
and Vinegar that can be had in the World; and generally ſpeaking, they 
are alſo very fertile in Grains and Fruits, I 
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Lions and Tours can challenge Europe to compare with them for Bro- 
cards, and Gold, Silver and Silk Manufactures of moſt ſorts; and in ſe- 
veral they do exceed the Italians. — — | 
Amiens, Abbeville and ſeveral other Places are arriv'd to a great Length 

in manufacturing and dreſſing Broad-Cloth ; and they make at Nimes, and 


elſewhere in Languedoc, and other Provinces of France, better Serges, 


Druggets and other thin Woollen Stuffs, than are any where elſe to be 
found, 


t is well known that the Provinces of Britany and Picardy are famous 


for the great Quantities of Linenof all ſorts which they produce. 
At Rouen and Caudebec, they make Hats cheaper and more ſerviceable 


than any other Place in Europe can afford. 


The fineſt Paper in the World is made in the French Dominions, 
Moulin and Chatelleraut are very famous for hard Ware and Toys. 
No Nation produces better Confections than France, | 


At Sedan and other Places they make the belt ſmall Arms that can any 
where be found. 


They drive a great Trade at Bourdeaux, and other Parts, for Wallnut- 
Tree, Cork, Oe. . 

At Diep, Nantes, and Rochel, and ſeveral other Ports, they have migh- 
tily improv'd the Fiſhing-Trade in the European Seas; and to what 
length they have brought that ſo valuable Branch of Commerce in New- 
foundland, thoſe of this Nation who deal that way can give the beſt 


They lie much better than we for the Turky and all the Mediterranean 
Trade; and their Advance in the Eaſt and Weſt-India Trade, are ſuffi- 
cient to make Britain and Holland jealous: Tho 1 muſt indeed confeſs, 
that if we gave ſuch Encouragement to Commerce as they have done, 
we might eaſily recover the Aſcendant we have formerly had over all 
Europe, and eſpecially over them in that great Point. But I ſhall leave the 
Diſcuſſion of that Affair, and conclude with this one remarkable Obſer- 
vation, That l my ſelf know five or fix Towns in France, either of which 
believe does now yearly ſet out more private Ships of two hundred 
Tuns and upwards, than all the Kingdom could produce in the beginning 
of the preſent Reign. 1 

Now I ſhall refer it to the impartial Reader to judg, what an ambi- 
tious Monarch, commanding fo vaſt a number of indigent Gentry, may 
not undertake, as long as he is Maſter of allthe Mony in the Kingdom. 

But if the Power of the Monarch was reduc'd to its antient Bounds, 
the Nobility and the People reſtor'd to their native Privileges, and the 


Diſpoſal of their Purſes put in the hands of the States of the Kingdom, 


as till of late it ever was and ought to be; the neighbouring Nations 
might have ſome reaſon to expect ſuch a Security for their Repoſe, as J 


humbly 
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humbly preſume to affirm, they cannot poſſibly obtain-upon any other 
Foundation whatſoever : From whence I crave leave to conclude, That it 


does not ſem to me to be the Intereſt of the Allies in general, and par- 


ticularly of her Fritiſh Majeſty, to agree to a Peace on any other Terms. 
But becauſe it will be expected that I ſhould give ſome further Proof 
than a bare Aſſertion in a Matter of this Importance, I ſhall crave leave 
briefly to remind the Reader of ſome Paſſages of the French Hiſtory, from 
whence it will evidently appear, how far I am from exaggerating their na- 
tive Strength, in the Account here given of it. 
Altho the heavy Wars they had maintain'd, without any conſiderable 
Interruption, for upwards of 150 Years, againſt England, Naples, Sicily, 
Milan, Burgundy, Britany, &c. ſhould in all appearance have exhauſted 
them to the laſt degree, yet Francis I, coming tothe Throne young, and 
full of Ambition, and looking with an envious Eye upon che Promotion 
of Charles V. to the Empire, to which he himſelf had ſtrenuouſly aſpir'd, 
he laid hold of the firſt Pretence he could meet with to declare War a- 
gainſt that brave Emperor : and notwithſtanding all the Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, then in its very Meridian of Glory, he made himſelf 
Maſter more than once of the Dutchy of Milan, to which he had ſome 
old Pretenſions; and once, if not oftner, of the Kingdom of Naples. 
Nor had he perhaps at laſt been overcome without much more difficulty, 
and may be not at all, if he had not been weakned by the defection of the 
Conſtable de Bourbon; a Prince of mighty Power and Merit, whoſe ill 
Uſage at Court occaſion'd his Revolt to the Emperor, and brought on 
all the Misfortunes that befel King Francis; and particularly his being 
taken Priſoner, and his Army quite overthrown at the Battle of Pavia. 
In ſhort, during this King's whole Reign, which was about thirty years, 
he carry'd on an almoſt continual War againſt all the Power of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and upon his Deceaſe left the Quarrel, with the Crown, to his 
Son Henry II. who having laid hold of the Occaſion of the Troubles ari- 
ſing in Germany upon the account of the Reformation, made himſelf 
Maſter of the Cities and Biſhopricks of Metz, Toul, and Verdun (of 
which the Frencb remain in poſſeſſion to this day) and afterwards made 
Peace. 5 | | 
Now if it be conſider?d, That the whole Power of the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, ſince divided into two Branches, was then united in the Perſon of 
that mighty Emperor, the greateſt Hero of the Auſtrian Race; that be- 
ſides the Low Countries, which they then poſſeſs d entire as far as St. Omers, 
the County of Burgundy, Rouſſilun, Alſace, and many other Places now 
enjoy'd by the French, were in their hands: it muſt be acknowledg'd that 
the French Power muſt have been of it ſelf prodigious great. 
Henry II. being dead, and the ſhort Reign of his Son Francis II. being 
alſo ended with his Life, the Civil Wars follow'd between Charles IX. ny 
D B 2 | 18. 
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his Proteſtant Subjects, of whom upwards of 100000 periſh'd in the crue 


Mafſacre of Paris, and elſewhere; upon which freſh Commotions en- 
ſu*'d. Then came the Holy League, which moſt miſerably rent the King- 
dom, inſomuch that the War was carry'd on in the time of Henry III. al- 
moſt in every Province, The Spaniards were not only introduc'd into 
the Frontiers, but into the Heart of the Kingdom; and ſuch Deſolations 
attended all the unhappy Reign of that Prince, and the ten firſt- Years of 
Henry IV. as were ſufficient to ruin any Nation in Chritendom but that. 


* | Yet ſee the wonderful Riches of that fruitful Soil! After they had 


been imbroil'd in forty Years War, and during one half of the time 
had been . imbruing their hands in one another's Blood within the 


Kingdom, the Peace being made with Spain in 1598, at Vervins, altho then 


they had not any Fleet at all, and ſcarce any foreign Trade, yet in twelve 
Years time the Kingdom was brought again to ſuch a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion, and withal the King's Coffers ſo well provided, that he rais'd an 
Army, which made all his Enemies tremble, and deſign'd no leſs than to 
have new- modelꝰd Europe; which in all probability he might have done, 
if he had not been aſſaſſinated by the Traitor Ravaillac, when he 
was juſt ready tomarch at the head of his numerous Troops into the 


Empire, and had two or three other Armies in ſeveral Places of France 


to put his grand Deſign in execution on the ſide of 7taly and Spain. 
And if we bring the Story down to the preſent time, we ſhall be yet 


more ſenſible of that Truth. Lewis XIII. had ſcarce ended his Wars 


with his Proteſtant Subjects, when in the Year 1635. he declar'd War 
againſt the Emperor, which laſted with the Empire till 1648. and with 
Spain till 1659. and yet in 1667, France was ready to begin a new War; 
which being ford, by the Triple League between Britain, Holland, and 
Sweden, to bring to an end at the Treaty of Aix la Chappelle in 1668. 
they began again with the Datch in 1672, and maintain'd the War a- 
gainſt them, and againſt the Emperor, and the Kings of Spain and Pruſſia, 


who came to their Aſſiſtance, till 1678. But not having yet their Fill, 


notwithſtanding the Devaſtations they made in their own Country, and 


the great Decay of the Revenue and Commerce of the Kingdom, by - 


the barbarous Perſecution of the Proteftants in 1685. and 1686. they 
again invaded the Empire in 1689. and with how much Vigour they 
have maintain'd that and the preſent War apainſt ſo many powerful 
Princes, is ſo well known to every body, that I don't apprehend it ne- 
cellary to ſay any more of the Matter : Being perſuaded that there is not 
any reaſonable Man alive, who, upon the peruſal of what is above, will 
not readily acknowledg my Aſſertion to be true, That as long as the 
Prince is the abſolute Maſter of the Riches of ſuch a Kingdom, there 
will be very little Security for the Peace of Europe, which muſt depend 
ſolely upon the precarious Foundation of his Majeſty's Moderation. For 


as 
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as to the French (now worſe than Punic) Faith, I believe few private per- 
ſons would care to depend upon it, for their own Fortunes; much leſs 


can it be thought, that ſo many powerful Nations will truſt to ſuch an 
airy Security for their Liberties, or rather for their very Being. 


II. I come now to the ſecond Point, viz, What Conditions may be re- 
quiſite for eſtabliſhing a ſolid and laſting Peace ? 
To this I ſhall anſwer with all Freedom, and yet with due Submiſſion to 
ſuperiour Judgments, That I conceive theſe following to be neceſſary. 
15, The Reſtitution of Spain and its Dependencies. 
here was lately a Story in ſome of the Prints, that the French were about 
propoſing an Equivalent to K. Philip to quit © Jr Tis true, that Court has 
always been very fertile in inventing Equivalents : But with their leave, I 
can't ſee in what Prince's power it is, or that it is in the power of all the 
Princes in Europe, to give any real Equivalent for Spain, without reſigning 
their own Dominions, However, if they call Naples and Sicily an Equi- 
valent, I hope the Allies will conſider well of ir, before they agree to 
part with them. Nay to me 'tis a queſtion, whether it were not more 
for the Intereſt of Europe, or at leaſt might not one day prove ſo, to let 
K. Philip keep what he has; ſince tis certain, that as King of Naples and 
Sicily only, he and his Poſterity muſt for ever depend upon France for Pro- 
tection: whereas were he King of all Spain, and his Grandfather and Fa- 
ther dead (or perhaps ſooner) he might think himſelf as great a Man as 
his Brother, ſcorn any Dependence upon him, and take ſuch meaſures 
with other Princes, as might beſt ſecure him and his from the encroaching 
Temper of his Relations, to which he cannot be a ſtranger. Nor is he 
believ'd, by thoſe that know him, to be a Prince that will overlook 
his own Intereſts, more than needs muſt. 
zdly. The effectual Reſtitution of all that has been uſurp'd upon To- 
rain. And to render that Duke the more Independent upon France, and 
thereby at liberty on all occaſions to take ſach Meaſures as may beſt ſuit 
with his own Intereſt and that of Europe; *twere well if the moſt Chriſ- 
tian King were oblig'd to renounce the Sovereignty of the Dutchy of Barr, 
by which his Highnefs of Lorain is kept in awe. Nor would this be too 
great an Equivalent for the many Violences and Depredations committed 
by the French, without any ſhadow of Right or Juſtice, upon the Domi- 
nions of the preſent Duke and his Predeceſſors. | 
Za. A ſufficient Barrier for the Empire, Spain, the Dutch, and the 
Duke of Savoy; and all other neceſſary Satisfaction to all the Allies. 
'  4thly. That the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line be a principal Arti- 
cle of the Treaty, and all the Allies be made Guarantees to it: and 
that the Pretender and the young Lady at Sr. Germains be oblig'd to re- 
tire to Rome, or ſome other convenient Place remote fron us ; and nei- 
ther of em be ever ſulfer'd to match in France. - Ithlx. 


| Ih. And as it may not perhaps be thought the Intereſt of this Na : 
tion, to have an Equivalent in the late Conqueſts in the Lom Countries, for 


e 


their vaſt Expence in the War; That we have the ſole Sovereignty of 


Newfoundland and St, Chriſtophers; good Security for their Eaſt and Weſt- 


India Trade; and that the French conſent that we have Gibraltar, Ceuta, 
and Port Mahon, or what other Settlements about the Straits may be 
thought convenient for ſecuring our Commerce on that ſide. And-it would 


be well if we could oblige them not to augment their Fleet, or if they 


could be brought to ſome reaſonable Acknowledgment of our Dominion 
in the Narrow Seas. 


Thus have I only briefly hinted at the five preceding Articles; moſt of 


which have been ſo fully conſider'd by other Hands, that I ſhall leave 
them, to ſpeak a little more particularly to the ſixth and great Point; 
which has not been at all, or but very ſuperficially treated of by any 
body, at leaſt as faras I have heard : tho without obtaining it in the 
whole, or in good part, I humbly conceive, That no Peace that can be 
made, will ſecure us from baving the ſame game to play over again before 


the Stakes be well drawn. And that is, | , 


6thly. The reducing of the French King's Power in his own Dominions 
to its juſt and legal Bounds; at leaft ſuch as it was exerted by Henry IV. 
at the time of his granting the Edict of Nantes. | 

But for the better explaining of this Article, I ſhall divide it into 
theſe three Branches. ; 

Fir, That the King be oblig'd to reduce his Troops to a certain Num- 
ber, not to be exceeded in time of Peace, nor in War without the Con- 
ſent of the States of the Kingdom, nor to be kept up longer than they 
think fit. For as long as the Prince may keep as many Mercenaries a- foot 
as he pleaſes, neither his Subjects nor. his Neighbours can be ſecure. 

Secondly, That all the antient Rights, Liberties, and Franchiſes of the 


Eſtates of the Kingdom, Parliaments and inferiour Courts of Judicature, 


ag or lay Princes, the Nobility 3 and in ſhort, of all the People, be 
reſtor'd. 5 3 

Thirdly, That all the Edicts in favour of the Proteſtants be reviv'd, and 
Security given for their Continuance ; and that the Allies, or as many 
of them as may think fit (eſpecially the Queen, the King of Pruſſia, the 
Elector of Hanover, the Prince of Heſſe, and the States General) be 
Guarantees to this Treaty : £0 which the Proteſtant, Cantons of Switzer- 
land may alſo be invited. - _ - bs Se 3 

The Reductlon of the King's Troops, for the Reaſons above hinted, is 
a Point ſo indiſputably neceſſary for making way for the Peoples Liberty, 
that nothing more needs be ſaid to it. 


The Reſtitution of the Liberties and Privileges of the Subject, woul 
eſtabliſh ſuch a Ballance of Power within the Kingdom, by the Revival of 


their 


- 
— it 


2 


+ # og | 
their antient Convention of the * Eſtates, which is the Baſis of their 
Conſtitution, as would be a certain and perpetual Check to the Ambition 
of the Court. TELE 5 

And the Reſettlement of the Proteſtants in their legal Rights, and 
withal the Reſtitution of their Cautionary -+ Towns, would put it in 
their power to hold the Ballance even between the King and the States, 


as they did in the time of the famous pretended Holy League, under 


Henry III. | I'S | ; 

Bat here I foreſee an ObjeQion, eaſily to be remov'd upon an impar- 
tial Conſideration of the Matter of Fact, tho I know it has generally 
prevail'd with thoſe that take things upon truſt, 3 

'Twill be pretended that the Reeſtabliſhment of the Proteſtants will 
certainly ruin the Publick Liberty; That they will caſt the ballance on 
the ſide of the Court, and will be for advancing the Prerogative, as *cis 
alledg'd they always were; and that they are by Principle ſuch ſubmiſſive 
Votaries to their Prince's Pleaſure, that nothing can be expected of them 
that may ſavour of Diſreſpect to the Court. | 

This is all Illuſion and Errour. — For whatever might be the Cant of 


ſome of their late fawning Clergy, and treacherous and debauched Chiefs, 


the right old French Proteſtants did always act on ſounder Principles; nor 
did they at all become Sticklers for the Prerogative, till they were forc'd 
to ſhelter themſelves under it, from the inevitable Deſtruction with 
which they were threaten'd by the Guiſian Faction, which then prevail'd 
amongſt the People. 

The Reformation began in that Kingdom under Francis I, who being 
reſtrain'd by his continual Wars with the Empire and Spain from takitlg 
thoſe Meaſures he would probably have taken to ſupprels it, left it on 
the growing hand to his Son Henry II. He was in his own Principle (as 
all bis Family prov d after ward) an irreconcilable Enemy to the Retor- 
mation; and being further prompted to their Deſtruction by his Italian 


Queen Catherine de Medicis, the Reform'd ſuffer'd cruel Perſecutions under 


his Reign, and would have ſuffer'd many more, if a ſudden || Stroke had 
not remov'd him to another World before his time, to give an account 
of his Actions inthis. | 


. AD. _—_— 
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v. Such a Repreſentative of the Nation as our Britiſh Parliament, but ſitting all in one Honſe, 
as they un d to do in Scotland. | | 

T Certain Cities aſſign'd them for their Security, which not only afforded them a ſafe Commu- 
nication between the Provinces where they were miſt numerous, but open'd a Paſſage for receiving 
ee by Rochel on the Ocean, from foreign Powers, and eſpeciaily their old Protec tors, the 
Engliſh. | . ES | 

© He was kill d ty a Splinter of a Lance, which hit him in the Eye, running againſt the Count 


of Montgomery, at a publick Fuſtling, upon the occaſion of the Marriage of one of his Daugh- 


ters to the King of Spain, - and of his Siſter the Lady Margaret to the Duke of Savoy. 
x Upon 
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| 3 | 
Upon his Death, the Reformed Church had ſome Relaxation of their 
Sufferings. His Son Francis II. who had taken to Wife Mary Queen of 
Scotland, did not outlive him above nineteen Months, or thereabouts. 
And the Crown then falling to Charles IX. a Minor, the Queen Mother 
aſſum'd the Adminiſtration, contrary to the Laws of France, which aſſign 
the Guardianſhip to the firſt Prince of the Blood, who was Anthony King 
of Navarre, a ProtefFant ; who was ſupported by the Prince of Conde, of 
the ſame Religion, and next Prince of. the Blood. This occaſion'd ſuch 
Animolities between the Queen's Party and theirs, as gave the Proteſtants 
time to get ſurer footing ; inſomuch that even the King's Brother Henry 
Duke of Anjou, in his tender years, was a Proteſtant. But the thing be- 
ing diſcover'd to the Queen Mother, who by her Italian Policy had got 
the aſcendant over the Princes, ſhe put her Son in ſuch hands, as brought 
him up to be one of the bittereſt Enemies that his old Friends the Prote- 
ants ever had. This deviliſh Queen in a little time turn'd the Court 
into a College of Sorcery, Magick, Necromancy, and all manner of 
Lewdneſs and Debauchery : yet finding her ſelf unable in the then Cir- 
cumſtances of Affairs to put any ſtop to the Growth of the Reformation, 
the confus'd State of the Kingdom laid the Court for that time under 
the neceſlity of calling a ſort of Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly at Poiſſy, where 
after many Diſputes between the French and foreign Divines, who were 
invited thither from Geneva and other places, they could not avoid allow- 


ing the ProteFants Liberty of Conſcience. 


But as this was only an Italian Bait to extirpate them with more eaſe 
under the colour of Friendſhip, the Court did not long refrain from 


ſuch Infractions of the Liberty granted by a ſolemn Edict to the Prote- 


ſtants, as occaſion'd long and bloody Wars, manag'd on the ſide of the 
Court under the Queen Mother, by her dearly beloved Son and late Pro- 
ſelyte, the Duke of Anjou; and on the ſide of the Proteſtants, by the Brave 
Prince of Conde and the Famous Admiral de Coligny z the King of Na- 
2arre being before that kill'd in Battle. | 
After ſeveral bloody Encounters, and eſpecially the fatal Battle of Far- 
nac (where the Prince of Conde being ſhot thro the Thigh, lying under a 
Buſh, was baſely murder'd by one of the King's Officers) the Court was 
at laſt forc'd by the obſtinate Reſiſtance of that oppreſſed People, who 
were afterwards headed by Henry the young Prince of Navarre, to make 
Peace with the Proteſtants, whoſe Privileges were confirm'd and enlarg'd. 
But by that true Popiſh Peace, the Court intended, and ſoon effected ſuch 
a fatal Overthrow to the too credulous Proteſtants, as all their Strength 
and Policy could not effect in the three preceding Wars. | | 
The Popiſh Clergy never ſcruple to profane the moſt Sacred Bonds, 
Religious or Natural, for attaining their pernicious Ends. The Prote- 
ants were for a time cajo'd in ſuch a manner, that thoſe of 5 ra 
: atholicks 


(9) 
Catholicks who were not admitted into the Secret, began to ſuſpe& the 
King was turn'd Hugonot. The Admiral was become his prime Fa- 
vourite, and had Orders to prepare an Army which he was to lead into» 
Flanders againſt the Spaniards. And for the better alluring all the Chiefs 
of the ProteFants into the Net, they were invited to Paris, to the Cele- 
bration of the Nuptial Ceremonies of Margaret of Yalois the King's Siſ- 


ter, given in Marriage to Henry, now become King of Navarre, by the 


Death of bis Mother Queen Jeane. 
The Marriage of that Princeſs was accordingly folemniz'd with all 


imaginable Magnificence, and before five days were paſt, her Marriage- 
Bed profan'd with the Blood of her Husband's deareſt Friends, murder'd 
in her ſight ; as he himſelf had been, if ſhe had not preſerv'd him. For 
the truth of which, I appeal to a Book intitled, Memoirs of Margaret of 
Valois, &c. of which ſhe is acknowledg'd by all France to have been 
the Author; wherein ſhe gives an account, That the Night before the 171ſ- 
ſacre, being in company with the Queen Mother and the Dutcheſs of Lorain ; 
the Queen intimated to ber Daughter, That ſhe bad been inform'd her Huſ- 
band was not a MAN, deſiring to know her Sentiments about it, To which 

ueen Margaret made anſwer in great ſurprize, That ſhe did not well under- 
Rand her Maj eſty's Meaning, but however, ſuch as he was, ſhe was not in- 
clin'd to part with him, ſince it bad been the Pleaſure of their Superiours to 


unite them. 


The Deſign of this Queſtion is evident, if the Circumſtances be duly 
conlider'd ; viz. That nothing but ſuch a Pretence was wanting to end 
that poor Prince's days. And that their Plot was ſuch, is further appa- 
rent from another Paſſage at the ſame time. For the Queen Mother de- 
firing her Daughter of Navarre to go to bed, and ſhe being about to de- 
part (being kept ignorant of the intended Maſſacre, leſt ſhe ſhould have 
reveal'd it to her Husband) her Siſter of Lorain not able to diſſemble 
her Grief and Fear, cry'd out, Oh Lord, Siſter don't go ! Which put the 
other in terrible apprehenſions, tho ſhe knew'not well of what, till next 


morning that her Apartment was filPd with the dead Carcaſes of her Huſ- 


band's greateſt Intimates. | 

There periſh'd that night in Paris beſides the Brave Admiral, about 
Coco of the principal Men of the Proteſtants; and at the ſame time about 
100000 (if | rightly remember) in other places of the Kingdom. Nay, 
ſo barbarous did the thing appear to Men of Honour, that when the King's 


Order was produc'd to a certain Governour in the South of France, 
commanding the Gariſon to put thoſe of the Proteſtant Religion to the 


Sword, that truly generous Gentleman bid the Veſſenger tell his Maſter, 


That he had ſome hundreds of Soldiers ready to venture their Lives in 


his Majeſty's Service; but there being ne'er a Hangman in the place, he 


could not put that Command in execution, 
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WH; ( 10 ) 

About two years after, the King of Navarre and the young Prince of 
Conde made their eſcape from Paris, and retir'd to the remoteſt Parts of 
the Kingdom, leaving the Court in great perplexity. 

But tee the unavoidable Judgment of God! The King, under the 
Guilt and Horrour of ſo much innocent Blood ſo ignominioufly ſpilt, be- 
gan to be afraid of every body; and of none more than his own Rela- 
tions and Accomplices in that horrid Maſſacre. And becoming more par- 
ticularly jealous of the great Reputation his Brother the Duke of Anjou 
had acquir'd by his Affability in the Court, as well as his Bravery in the 
Army, and knowing him to be the Queen his Mother's peculiar Darling; 
he ſet all his engines to work to procure him the Crown of Poland : 
wherein having ſucceeded according to his Deſires, he begun to think 
himſelf pretty ſecure ; the Commotions of the Kingdom being now ap- 
peas'd for the fourth time. But who can ſhelter a Man from the Ter- 
rc-rs of a guilty Conſcience ? All his Policy was to no effect He fell 
ſick of a ſtrange Diſeaſe, in which when he had languiſf'd a conſidera- 
ble time, full of Horrour and Deſpair, he died at Vincennes, wallowing 
in his Blood, which ifſu'd out at all the parts of his Body, and uttering 
horrid Curſes and Imprecations againſt the treacherous Counſellors who 
had advis'd him to ſhed ſo great a Torrent of that of his injur'd Subjects. 

Upon this, his Brother Henry returning into France was ſoon envi- 
ron'd with a multitude of Miſeries, He was almoſt always at vari- 

ance with his younger Brother the Duke of Alencon, of whom that he 
might be the ſooner rid, he encourag'd him in an unjuſt Attempt upon 
Flanders : In which the Duke having miſcarry'd, as well as in his Courtſhip 
to Queen Elizateth, he broke his heart, and died of Diſcontent, 

Henry being thus deliver'd of his Apprehenſions from the Intrigues of 
his Brother, fell ſoon into greater Perplexittes from other hands. The 
treacherous Duke of Guiſe, ſupported by a numerous and powerful 
Faction of proſperous Rebels at home, and prompted on by the Pope 
and the King of Spain without, but moſt of all by his own inſatia-. 
ble Ambition, rais'd a dangerous and bloody War againſt his natural So- 
vereign Lord, under the pretence of reforming the Abuſes of the Court 
which indeed were many and great, but were made to appear much 
greater by the Rebellious Duke, who aim'd not ſo much at being the 
Reformer of the Courtiers, as the Tyrant of the whole Kingdom. 

In this War the Proteſtants were for a long time neutral Spectators, 
without concerning themſelves for or againſt either ſide, any further 
than was abſolutely neceſſary for their own Preſervation : till at laſt the 
Duke of Guiſe and his Brother the Cardinal being both murder'd at Blois 
by the King's Command, and after their Deceaſe, the Affairs of the 

League being every where ſo ſucceſsfully manag'd by the Duke of Maine 


(Brother 


| | (1r ) , 
(Brother to the Duke of Guiſe) and his Adherents, that not only the 
City of Paris, where the Rebellion was contriv'd, but the far greater 
part of the Kingdom was intirely at their Devotion; the diſtreſs'd 
King, tho as hearty an Enemy to the Proteſtants as any Prince in his time, 
was forc'd to have recourſe to their Aſſiſtance, | | 

Then, and not till then, it was that his brave (tho injur'd) Brother, 
the King of Navarre, came from the South of Fraue to the Succour of 
his lawful Lord, whom he oblig'd himſelf by a Treaty to ſerve in Per- 
ſon whereſoever the King ſhould command him, with 4000 Foot and 
1200 Horſe, upon certain Conditions of Toleration for the Proteſtants 
who liv'd under the Government of the King of Navarre or that ad- 
her'd to him. For it is to be remembred that this Prince, altho he was 
the true and lawful Heir of the Kingdom of Navarre, of which he bore 
the Title, never was in poſſeſſion of that Kingdom, which had been u- 
ſurp'd by the Spaniards, who had kept his Predeceſlors out of it for ſeve- 
ral Generations. But having great Poſſeſſions in France, and being Go- 
vernor of a large Province where the Proteſtants moſt abounded, all thoſe 
of that Profeſſion in general adher'd to him, as to their principal Head 
and Protector. 

The two Brothers being thus reconciFd, and the King being join'd by 
the number of Proteſtants ſtipulated in the Treaty, and afterwards by a 
much greater number of the King of Navarre's Friends and Followers, 
the Ballance ſoon: began to incline to the Royal Side. But when the grea- 
teſt part of the Rebels were reduc'd to Obedience, and the King come 
with his Army within four Leagues of Paris, and almoſt ready to make 
a triumphant Entry into that ſeditious Metropolis; the Pope, by the Mi- 
niſtry of the Zealots for his own and the Leaguers Cauſe, procur'd a 
Jacobin Friar, who mortally ſtab'd the King in the ſame Room at &. 
Clou, where tis believ'd the Project of the Paris Maſſacre was firſt laid, 
and where he had aſliſted with the greateſt Heat and Forwardneſs. 
| Naw obſerve the moſt wonderful and remarkable Judgment of God, 
as well upon the Royal Family it ſelf, as upon the chief of the Leaguers 
and Authors of the Maſſacre. 

The Plot was chiefly contriv'd by the Queen- Mother, the King,the Duke 
of Anjou, that is, Henry III. and the Duke and Cardinal of Guiſe. 

The Queen- Mother dy'd almoſt diſtracted, and like an Atheiſt as ſhe 
liv'd ; and after all her own Family was cut off, Henry of Navarre, the 
Man under the Sun ſhe hated moſt, and for whoſe Deſtruction ſhe had 
laid many a deviliſh Contrivance, inherited the Crown with Peace and 
Glory. f 

Her Husband Henry II. was kill'd (as before obſerv'd) in jaſtling with 
the Count of Montgomery. ; 


C-2 He 


og ( 12 ) 
_ He was ſuch a cruel Per ſecutor, that he delighted not only in cauſing 
terrible Sentences to be pronounc'd againſt thoſe of the Reform'd Reli- 
gion, but (what was much below the Majeſty of a King) took pleaſure 
an ſeeing them put in execution. 'Twas obſerv'd, That by that Senſe 
which he ſo brutiſhly fed with cruel SpeQacles, he receiv'd his mortal 
Blow; the due Reward of his Barbarity. | 

| have already ſaid, that their eldeſt Son Francis II. outliv'd his Father 
but a little while, and did nothing memorable in kis time. 

The Reader may alſo remember how the ſecond Son Charles IX. dy'd 
wallowing in his Blood, and under the moſt terrible Deſpair, in the 
dreadful Apprehenſion of the due Reward of his perfidious and unexam- 
pled Cruelty and Treachery. | | | 

Henry III. who had done ſo much for the Pope, was murder'd by his 
4! Command, and his Murderer's Picture ſet up in the Pope's Palace, as the 

1 great Saint and Martyr of their Church. | 
| f I have alſo told how the youngeſt Brother, the Duke of Alenſon, be- 
1 ing betray'd and deſerted by the King in his unjuſt Attempt and Invaſion 


of the Low Countries, broke his Heart, and dy'd. 

Of the three Daughters, one was marry'd to the Duke of Lorain, b 
whom whether he had any Iſſue I do not now remember; nor have 1 
time to conſult the Pedegree of that Houſe. 

Another of the Daughters was marry'd to Philip II. King of Spain, 
where ſhe led a ſhort and miſerable Life; neglected, if not hated by her 
Husband ; leaving one only Daughter, who being made Princeſs of the 
' Low Countries and marry'd to the Archduke of Auſtria, died childleſs, 

q Margaret the youngeſt, who was a Lady of great Learning, and o- 
| ther great Qualities, which procur'd her the noble Titles of the Minerva 
and the Venus of France, was given to Henry of Navarre, on purpoſe to 
be the unhappy Bait of the execrable Maſſacre, And becauſe God, who 
abhor'd that bloody Family, which he was reſolv'd, when the meaſure 
of their Iniquities ſhould be fill'd up, to extirpate Root and Branch, 
would not ſuffer any of the accurſed Race to have the Honour to fit any 
longer on the Throne of France, which they had ſo heinouſly profan'd 
as ſoon as her Husband was ſettled in his Kingdom, her Marriage was 
annuPd by the Pope: To which the King was prompted by reaſon of 
her Sterility ; (and other Cauſes) Tho the Story ſays that the good Lady 
made a ſhift to have a Child or two afterwards, with a dear learned Pla- 
tonick Lover of her Virtues, 

The Duke and Cardinal of Guiſe met with the due Reward of all their 
complicated Crimes at Blois; nor is there any Memorial of their Names 
remaining at this day. „„ 

The ſame may be ſaid of all the principal Ringleaders of that Maſſa- 
Ve in general, tho I have not time to deduce the Story at large. 
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(13) We 
Thoſe who want further ſatisfaction, may ſee all the Particulars rela- 
ted at large by Mexeray, Thuanus, Davila, and twenty other Authors of 
ſeveral Nations. | | 

Now as Extirpation has always been the common Threatning and 
Curſe of Perſecutors, and that | have not obſery'd, either from ſacred 
or profane Hiſtory, that it ever fail'd to be accompliſh'd ſoon or late; I 
have a ſtrong Inclination to believe (however numerous and flouriſhing, 
the Houſe of Bourbon may ſeem to be at preſent) that at leaſt the Line of 
the preſent King will at laſt be overtaken with the ſame Fate that befel 
the Houſe of Valois: For as the ſame Cauſes are generally obſery'd to 
have the ſame Effects, 1 cannot ſee (unleſs it were blaſpbemouſly to be 
ſuppos'd, that the Juſtice of Almighty God is ſubject to variation) how 
the like, or a greater Guilt, ſhould not meet with a ſutable Puniſhment. 
And ſince the great Aggravation of Bel/hazzar's Crimes, was his neglec- 
ting to take example from the Puniſhment of Nebuchadnezzar's Pride, 
Protanity and Rebellion, which was the Cauſe (at leaft ſo ſuddenly) of 
his loſing the Kingdom and his Life; How ſhould that Branch of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, which has ſo far exceeded the Abominations of the. 
Houſe of Valois, come behind it in the Puniſhment ? 

And if the good Reigns of David, Aſa, Jehoſhaphat, Hezekiab, and 
Joſiab, could at beſt obtain but a ſmall delay, without any abatement of. 
the rigor with which the Almighty was reſolv'd to puniſh the Offences 
of the only choſen People then on Earth, what Merit can our Enemies 
plead to avert his Judgments ? 

I know that by one Set of Men all this will be call'd Canting: That 
ſhall be as they pleaſe. I ſhall only adviſe ſuch to confider with Attention 
what profane Hiſtory they pleaſe ; and when they have done, | believe 
they will be convinc'd of this Truth, that few (if any) Nations did e- 
ver eſcape unpuniſh'd that had that to account for, which the French have 
now upon their ſcore. 

I need neither go far abroad, nor look far back for a palpable Evidence 
of this Truth: Our late unnatural Civil Wars were follow'd with Fire, 
Peſtilence and Sword; and we are loudly called now, to remember the 
luxurious Abuſe of about twenty Years ſucceeding Plenty, by the audi- 
ble Voice of the heavy Burdens of a dangerous War, almoſt of the like 
Duration. I 

It was an emphatick Repartee of an Engliſh Trooper upon our being 
obliz'd to relinquiſh Normandy in the time of Charles VII. An inſolent 
Frenchman was bantering him upon our bad Succeſs in the end of that 
War: The Trooper going aboard of the Ship in which he was to fail to 
England with his Companions, told him That the Engliſh would come 
back again, when the Sins of the French ſhould be greater than theirs, How our 
* -counts ſtand that way now, God only knows, But | would fairt hope, 
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that bad as we are, we do not 
+ Wickednels. 


him, could be a ſincere Convert from the Proteſtant Religion, to one 
.of Abſurdities and Contradictions : yet ſo well did he diſſemble his true 


Sentiments, that for a long time the Papiſts believ'd him a thorow-pac'd 
Proſelyte. 


1 


3 (140 | 
exceed that profligate Nation in Vice and 
The French Court at leaſt (if not the People) has had a flagrant time 


on't during this long Reign; and as their Proſperities have been for the 


moſt part owing to ſomething elſe much more than to their Virtue, *tis 
likely they muſt account for them, 


Hitherto you ſee the Proteſtants aCted like Men, and upon Principles of 
Liberty and Courage, nor were ever for the Court till the Court was firſt 


for them. But as the Kindneſs of the antient Emperors open'd a Door 


to the Corruption and Ruin of the Primitive Church, juſt ſo may thoſe 
of the Reform'd Religion in France date the Commencement of their 


Decreaſe, from the day that their Grandees became qualify'd for Court- 


Preferments. | 
Not that they were in any danger under Henry IV. He had left them 


indeed himſelf in outward Appearance ; and it cannot be ſuppos'd that a 


Prince of his great Qualifications, andof ſuch an Education as was 22 
o full 


As for the Favours he confer'd upon the Proteſtants, and the legal Eſta- 
bliſhment he gave them, whereby they were almoſt in all things on an 
equal foot with the. Papiſts, and had a very regular Church-Polity and 
Diſcipline; theſe were things which none but the oppoſite Clergy did envy 
them, and for the granting of which the King alledg'd ſuch convincing 


Reaſons of Policy and Intereſt of State, as ſufficiently ſatisfy'd their 


greateſt Enemies. | 
Three things are ſuppos'd to have adminiſtred ſuch Grounds of Suſpi- 


cion of the Sincerity of that King's Converſion to the Roman Religion, as 
gave occaſion to his Fall, viz. 


1. The retaining about his Perſon, and admitting to his greateſt Inti- 
macy ſeveral of the Proteſtants, eſpecially the Duke of Suly. 

2. ?Tis thought that he was indeed the Man that reveal d to our King 
James I, the Conſpiracy, commonly call'd the Gunpowder Treaſon, which 
had been communicated to him by the French Jeſuits, who did not then 
doubt his Affection to their Faith; and that the Letter ſaid to have been 
ſent to the Lord Monteagle, was only a Pretence to avoid any Suſpicion of 
King Henry's having ſpoil'd the Deſign: which coming at laſt to the 
knowledg of that ſhrewd Society, which has commonly very good Intelli- 
gence, they reſoly'd not to forgive him. By” | 

3. The third thing was the Preparations he had made for invading the Em- 
pire, to aſſiſt the Proteſtant Princes of Germany againſt the Emperor; for the 


Houſe of Auſtria being then more powerful, and withal the beſt Catholicłs, 
the Pope was intirely at their Devotion. : In 


K 


In ſhort, this Great Prince being taken off, by the audacious Hand” of 


a Diſciple of the Society of . Jeſus (as they profanely call themſelves) 
and the young King Lewis XIII. left to the Care of another Italian Queen; 
they did not forget to inſtil into his tender Breaſt ſuch Principles of 
Enmity to the Proteſtants, as might diſpoſe him to effect the utter Sub- 
verſion of all their Rights and Privileges: which he accordingly under- 
took by the Direction of the Cardinal of Richlieu, as ſoon as he was in a 
condition to do it. | 

And here again whoever will obſerve what a noble ſtand the Protefants 
of France made for their Privileges, what a tedious War they main- 
tain'd under the Duke of Roban and others, againſt all the King's Forces ; 
and how eagerly they ſtruggled every where for their expiring Liberty; 
muſt acknowledg they are no Favourers of flaviſh Principles. The re- 
ducing of Rocbel alone, took up the Court ſome years; and the Dilato- 
rineſs of the Succours ſent them from hence by King Charles I. and his 
being ſo ill ſerv'd by Buckingham and others, to whom the Management 
of the ſeveral Expeditions was intruſted, and whoſe Treachery was the oc- 
caſion of the Starving and Surrender of Rochel; was none of the meaneſt 
Grounds of that univerſal Jealouſy and Diſcontent, that was one of the firſt 


Seeds of our domeſtick Commotions, which ended in thediſmal Deſtruction 


of that unhappy Prince, in which they had no ſmall ſhare. 


The War declar'd againſt the Houſe of Auſtria in 1635. procur'd the 
Proteſtants ſome Repole : and the great need which the Court had of 


their Service in the inteſtine Broils which happend ſome few years after 
that Prince's Death, oblig'd the Miniſtry to uſe them ſo kindly, that except 


ſome few Great Men who were of the Princes fide for particular Rea- 


{ons of private Intereſt, the Proteſtants in general were for the Court; and 
perform'd ſuch important Services, that ſeveral Edits and Declarations 
were publiſhd in their favour, and they cajol'd to the higheſt degree, 
and ſome of their Leaders prefer'd to the greateſt Employments in 
the State and the Army. But ſee the Ingratitude of their Grand Mo- 


narch! No ſooner had he by their Aſſiſtance overcome all his Enemies 
within, and got the aſcendant over Spain with CromwePs help, but 


(even before the Pyrenean Treaty) he begun under divers pretences to un- 


dermine the Privileges of the Reformed ; and after that Peace, pub- 


liſh'd Edict upon Edict to their diſadvantage . So that after having de- 
priv'd them of all Preferments Civil and Military, he at laſt revok'd the 


Edict of Nantes, and us'd them in that ungrateful and inhuman manner, 


which all the Chriſtian World is ſufficiently acquainted with. 


The braveſt and moſt reſolute of the ProteFants, in the Countries 
where they were moſt numerous, had form'd a Deilign to ſtand upon 
their Defence, and oppoſe the booted Apoſtles who were employ'd in 


their Converſion : But the Inhabitaats of the richeſt Towns abſolutely re- 
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* tuſmg kd enter into thoſe Meaſures, the Perſecution went on, and has 
3 ute continu ht ? 
No ſhall appeal to the Judgment of every impartial Reader, whe- 
ther from the paſt Conduct of the Prote#ants of France there be not good 
reaſon to believe (eſpecially after the dear- bought Experience they have 
now bad of the ill Intentions of the Court towards them) that if reeſta- 
:bhſh'd in that Kingdom, they would for ever courageouſly oppoſe the 
Meaſures the Court might take, either for oppreſling themſelves or their 
_*Fellow-Svbjects, or making unjuſt Attempts upon the foreign Powers to 
whom they have been indebred for their ſhelter, or may be indebted for 
the Recovery of their Eſtates and Privileges. | 
There is yet one other very common Objection (and as I take it a com- 
mon Miſtake) againſt any Appearance of the Reſtabliſhment of the Church 
.of France, viz. That it is not the Intereſt of the Queen, and the other 
©. Proteſtant Powers, to endeavour it: That the Act of Naturalization is 
. a viſible Demonſtration, that the Court is deſirous that more Foreigners 
+ . ſhould ſettle in Exgland; and that therefore there is not any likelihood 


that we ſhould take ſuch meaſures as might occaſion the Departure of 
14 thoſe we have already, 


# To this 1 ſhall anſwer in the firſt place, That I think the Suppoſition 
Wl very injurious to the Queen; and muſt, in reſpect to her Majefty, be- 
th -lieve that ſhe will always act upon more generovs and more noble Prin- 
5 ciples than ſuch People do ſuppoſe. Nor is it to be imagin'd, that any 


|. -Conſideration whatſoever, of Intereſt or human Policy, can prevail with 
her Majeſty to act but faintly in a thing where the Glory of God is fo 
fl .nearly concern'd, and upon which the very Being of one of the moſt con- 
1 ſiderable and moſt glorious Reformed Churches that ever was in Europe, 
does abſolutely depend. 

5 | And of this her Majeſty has already given a ſufficient Mark, by the In- 
"i timation which ſhe caus'd to be made to the Freneh Conſiſtory at the Sa- 
1 voy, of her Royal Intentions to contribute what ſhould be in her power 
| for procuring their Reſtabliſhment. 4 | 

As for the AQ of Naturalization, I rather take it to be a direct Evi- 
dence of her Majeſty's Inclination for the Reſtoration of the Church of 
France. In which caſe, as it is eaſy to be foreſeen that many of the Re- 
fugees, who have Eſtates in that Country, would leave us ; the Court 
and the Parliament have thought fit to invite others in their room, by 
putting them in every thing upon an equal foot with the Natives. 
ih Queen Elizabeth was the avow'd Protectrix of the Reform'd Religion 
{i every where; and in requital of it, God was no leſs viſibly hers. She 
9 ſuppor ted it in France, as well as in the Low Countries, at the expence of 
* the Blood and Freaſure of her Subjects; having by the Aſſiſtance ſhe 
gave the Dutch, for the maintaining of their Liberty and Religion, drawn 


ler 


» \ . l 1 , 
. 5 - * ET — + us . 
a” 0 « \ WR 7 %  .. * * * 

+ ® = % in = o — 9 * * #, % Fs 

b - % | — " 1 "> « 

* y "Y Wes g we. » - vp * 
4 . * 7 = 
\ 
| 9 


| 
7 3. a . PIT 
* — 
— » H 


B 

„ 

:. "ol 
8 


* 4 1 5 
* —*4Y ** 

: be 1 I t - I * ” 

4 N f " IS 3 1 
» > * YT, mn 
. © 1 © ; © S / * * £705 - AT by 
? . . = * 
2 > 3 N 


pon her ſelf and her Kingdpms /the ifesh of 9h. 


lip II. then the moſt formidable Prince inf ‚˖ Ae. 
ſent againſt her the Mighty Armada, which -all E ß not iblefn 


human appearance to encounter, God fought for her, andby the De= 


ſtruction of that prodigious Fleet, gave Spain ſuch a Blow, : as They have 
not yet recover'd. And as ſhe let flip no opportunity, foreign or do+ 
meſtick, of giving unexceptionable Marks of her Zesl for the Ae. 
ment of the true Intereſts of Mankind, as well Religious as Civil; W 


it very remarkable, that tho there ſcarce paſs'd' one Year of her long 
Reign, in which ſhe was not in danger by ſome foreign or domeſtick 
open Violence or Inſurrection, or ſecret Plot or Conſpiracy; God deli- 
ver'd her from them all, giving her the Victory over all her Enemies 


round about her, till he brought her at laſt down to the Grave in a good 


old Age in Peace and Honour. | | £657 

And as the Glories of that happy Reign have not at any time ſince been 
parallel'd, except it be under her now Majeſty's moſt auſpicious Govern- 
ment; and that it is not to be doubted but our preſent Proſperities' are 
6wing to this Queen's exemplary Zeal and Piety, as thoſe of the latter 


part of the fifteenth Century were to Q. Elizabeth - ſo neither is it at all 


to be call'd in queſtion, that our preſent moſt gracious Queen would act 
with the like Diſintereſtedneſs, even tho the Reſtoration of the Proteſtant 
Church in France were really diſadvantageous to her Majeſty's Kingdoms. 
Queen Elizabeth prefer'd the Intereſt of Religion ſo far to all other 
Conſiderations whatſoever, that at the ſame time that ſhe gave a very 
kind Reception to the Walloons, and others of the King of Spain's Sub- 
jets, who ſhelter'd themſelves in England from the Cruelty of their Per- 
ſecutors, ſhe was at a great expence in ſupporting the Dutch in the War 
they maintain'd againſt Spain, altho ſhe very well knew, that if ſhe had 
deſerted them, the greateſt part of their Merchants and Artificers muſt 


have fled to her Dominions for Protection, and carry'd thither all the 


Arts and Riches of thoſe Provinces. | 
But here the Caſe is quite different, For ſo far from allowing the Re- 
ſtoration of the French Church to be a Loſs to us, I believe it would tend 


every way to our advantage, 


It could be detrimental to us either primarily or conſequentially, but 


one of theſe ways. 


1, By the Departure of the Refugees, who would by returning to 
their own Country diminiſh the Number of Engliſh Subjects, and increaſe 
the Number of our Enemies (as doubtleſs it will be ſaid.) 

2, By the Prejudice we ſhould ſuſtain by the Exportation of the Mony 
or Effects they would carry away with them: To which we ſhall add 


the other Conſequences of ſuch a Diminution, viz. A Decreaſe of Trade 
and of the Conſumption of our native Commodities, and confeauegtly 
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of the Taxes, c. proportionable to the Number of the Perſons who 
would withdraw themſelves from amongſt us. St 

Now as theſ2 two Heads comprehend all that can be ſaid upon the Point, 
I hope if 1 take off the weight of them, I ſhall be allow'd to have truly 
affirm?d, That the Reſtoration of the Proteſtants of Fance would be ra- 
ther an Advantage than a Detriment to us: | | | | 


There are two ſorts of Refugees in England; thoſe of Quality, and 
thoſe of the Commonalty. [72.118 Mt 997" | 
There are ſome few Perſons of the firſt ſort, who being of very great 
Families, and having left their Eſtates upon the ſcore of Religion, ſubſiſt 
here by Penſions aſſign'd them out of the Queen's Bounty; there being 
but one that I know, who has an Eſtate to carry away with him if he 
went: But 'tis hardly to be ſuppos'd, he will exchange his Circumſtances 
and Honours here, to enjoy what his Predeceſſor held in France, upon 
ſuch a precarions Tenour. | | | 
Next to theſe I ſhall reckon the Clergy ; of whom there is in all ſo 
ſmall a number, and ſo few of them that have any thing : conſiderable, 
that the Treaſure they could carry out of the Kingdom, is not worth the 
taking notice of, | | 
Then comes a numerous Train of indigent Gentlemen and Ladies, ma- 
ny of whom have conſiderable Eſtates in France, and moſt of *em enough 
to maintain them handſomly ; who ſubſiſting here moſtly upon a very 
narrow Allowance aſlign'd them out of the National Fund of 15000 l. 
given by Parliament (upon which they do not without much difficulty 
ſubſiſt with all their Oeconomy) it is not to be doubted, but they would 
chearfully return to the Enjoyment of their former Plenty. But I am 
yet to learn what conſiderable damage their Departure would do to us, 
in the Circumſtances in which 1 have repreſented them, and in which 
they really are. For altho it be true in general, That the Strength of a 
Nation doth conſiſt in the Multitude of its Inhabitants ; yet *cis no leſs 
true, that it is meant of ſuch uſeful and induſtrious Inhabitants, as ſub- 
ſiſt by their Arts and Profeſſions, or are ſome other way uſeful to the 
State: Whereas tis certain, that the generality of thoſe I ſpeak of, can 
be no way, or but very little uſeful. — Nor will they mightily encreaſe 
the Strength of the Country whither they go by their Poſterity; for not 
meeting with the Opportunities here, of marrying ſuitably to their Qua- 
lity, or making a reaſonable Proviſion for. their Families, they have for 
the moſt part led a ſingle Life. : I 5g 
Now whereas tis plain, that their ſtaying here could be of no great 
uſe to vs, ſo there is this good effect to be hop'd for, of their being 
reſtabliſh*d in France, viz. That being ſcatter'd all over the Kingdom, 
they may much contribute, together with the Refugees who may return 
_ from ather Countries, to give the People of France in general ſuch No- 
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tions of Liberty, and of the Benefit of Dependence upon the Confede- 
rate Powers for Protection, as may ſettle us ſuch an Intereſt there, as 
may he of uſe to us in caſe of a War. And if their Reſtoration be as 
full as it ought to be, their Cautionary Towns will be as much at our de- 
votion in their hands, as if they were in our own. | 

As for the Tradeſmen, Artificers, and Manufacturers, and eſpecially 


the Weavers, whom we would not be willing to part with; I believe 


there are few People in England better acquainted with their Temper 
and Inclinations than my felt : and yet Idare venture to affirm, that not 
one in ten of them would go to France to ſtay there. And | think, all 
Circumſtances conſider'd, (except they went purely out of a Principle 
of Zeal and Duty, to ſtrengthen the Proteſtant Intereſt there, and con- 
tribute to the Reſtabliſhment of the Church) they would be Madmen, 
if they left their preſent Settlement in good Credit, and in a good and 
thriving way of Trade and Buſineſs, to go to a Country now more 
ſtrange than this to the greateſt part of them; where they muſt make 
a new Settlement, and run all the hazards of it, before they can do any 
thing to purpoſe: and all that in a Nation where the Trade is already 
engroſs'd by People that have always liv'd upon the ſpot, and who 
would eaſily find means to keep the New-Comers out of Buſineſs for a 
long time. Nor do lat all doubt, but the Effects that would be tranſ- 
mitted to England, by the Sale of the Eſtates of ſuch Refugees as would 
return hither, or brought over by others that have not yet been here, 
and would be encourag'd by the Act of Naturalization, and upon the In- 
vitation of their Relations ; would more than countervail the Sums that 
could be exported by thoſe that would leave us for good and all: amongſt 
whom I am firmly perſuaded that there would be very few Artificers, ex- 
cept ſuch as having met with Misfortunes here, might ſeek their Liveli- 
hood in ſome other place, where they might begin upon a freſh Bottom. 

The Caſe being thus, I hope it is apparent, that the Reſtabliſhment 
of the Proteſtant Church of France would be both for our Honour, Ad- 
vantage and Security, and contribute to that of all Europe. 


I come now to ſpeak of the Reſtabliſhment of the States of France, and 
of the Princes, Nobility, Courts of Judicature, and of all Degrees and 
Ranks of Men in general, in their antient Rights and Privileges ; 
thereby to eſtabliſh ſuch a Ballance of Power within the Kingdom, as 
may be a Check to the Ambition of the Court, which by that means will 
be reſtrain'd from groundleſs Wars, 

That this would be a certain Effect of the Reſtabliſhment of the Pub- 
lick Liberty, will be plain from the following Conſideration. 

« Thar till their Kings became Abſolute at home, none of them could 


<« eyer make any conſiderable progreſs in foreign Conqueſts, or could 
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not keep them hen they did; having always been, oblig'd by the 
people to put an end to their Wars, when the Taxes grew heavy: ex- 
« cept that Great Hero Charlamagne, whaſe Wars were juſt and neceſ- 
«. fary, and who for that reaſon had the Concurrence of the States in all 
« his Undertakings, Which is plain from the whole Courſe of their 
4 Hiſtory, of which I ſhall, for making this Propoſition the more indiſ- 
% putably evident, take a ſummary View; and by a ſhort Parallel be- 
ct tween the antient and preſent Seate of that Kingdom, give the Reader 
« a clear and true Notion of their Conſtitution? at! 

I ſhall not trouble my ſelf with an unneceſſary Enquiry into the Ori- 
gin of that Nation. Tis plain enough, that they came from Germany, 
and paſſing the Rhine, upon the Ruin of the Roman Empire, under Pha- 
ramond their Prince, or ſome of his Commanders, they ſettled them - 
ſelves about Champagne - and that part of the Gauls was call'd from the 
Invaders, The lſie of France, e ant: 

Meroue, Pharamond's intermediate Succeſſor, extended their Con- 
queſts a little further; and after him, Clouis, who was their firſt Chriſ- 
tian Prince, enlarg'd his Dominions to almoſt as great an extent as Frauce 
is at preſent. Inſomuch that mingling themſelves with the Inhabitants 
of the Country, who ſubmitted to their Laws, and took from them the 
Name of French, they became one People. 

What the particular Conſtitution of thEStates of the Kingdom then 
was, is not very plain. However, ſuch as they were, they thought they 
had power enough to depoſe their lawful King Chilperic or Childeric for 
Imbecillity and Miſgoverament, ſubſtituting in his room Charles Martel, 
or rather his Son Pepin, Mayor or Maſter of the Palace, being a ſort of 
Deputy or Prime Miniſter to the King, in all the Affairs of the Govern- 
ment both Civil and Military, and a Man of great Activity and Valour. 
To this, Pope Zachary gave his approbation, and abſolv'd the Subjeas 

from their Oath of Fidelity. 5 i 
His Son, deſervedly calFd Charles the Great, being a Prince endu'd with 
all manner of Royal Qualities, was the common Benefactor and Darling 
of Mankind; and as he attempted nothing but for the general Good, 
with the Aſſiſtance of the States of his Kingdom, he made himſelf Maſ- 
ter (beſides France as it now is) of the better part of Germany and Italy, 
and of a great part of Spain, 97 

His Dominions being divided between his Grandſons, after the Death 
of his own Son Lewis the Meek, one Branch kept the Empire a conſidera- 
ble time. But all his Poſterity degenerating at laſt: from the Virtue of 
their Noble Anceſtor, after the one wagonted of the Empire, the States 
of France did once more invade the hereditary Right of Succeſſion ; and 
rejecting the Title of the Duke of Zorain, who was the undoubted Heir 
of che Crown, told his- Ambaſſador eee ſince he govern'd His 
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own Subjects of Lorain ſo very ill, they did not think him a ſit Mad to 
wear the Crown of France, which they would confer. upon one that de- 
ſerv'd it better; and accordingly choſe Hugh Capet, who had. the ſame 
Poſt under the Poſterity of Charles Martel, which he had before polſeſs'd 
under the Kings of the firſt Race. But upon his Acceſſion to the Throne, 
he in a manner ſuppreſs'd that dangerous Office by giving it to his 
own Son. After which he divided the Authority of it into ſeveral hands, 
by conferring the military part on the Great Conſtable, which Office 
was inſtituted by him; and the Civil Part on ſeveral other Officers, who 
could not make ſuch a dangerous vſe of it, as when it was lodg'd in one 
Perſon. And as for the Inconveniency attending the Diviſion' of the 
Kingdom, he quite remov'd that, by annexing the abſolute Right of Suc- 
ceſſion of the' whole Monarchy to the Primogeniture, appointing Fiefs 
and Appanages for the Entertainment of the younger Sons. 

What the Method of aſſembling the States might be at that time, what 
Members were call'd by the King, and how all the other Members were 
entitled to the Poſt they occupy'd there at firſt, is neither very clear, 
nor of much importance for the preſent Subject; it ſufficeth that we be 
ſufficiently inform'd of the Conſtitution and Power of that Great Aſſem- 
bly in the later times of greater Light and Certainty. But to give the 
Reader a juſter Notion of the Nature of the French Convention of 
Eſtates, it will be fit to premiſe a ſhort Account of the ſeveral Ranks 
and Degrees of Men amongfSthem. | | : 

1. The firſt after the King are the Princes of the Royal Blood, who 
antiently enjoy'd many great and valuable Privileges and Prerogatives, 
ſuch as the Right of being call'd to Council on all extraordinary Occaſions 
of the Realm, their reſpective Seats and Votes in the Aſſemblics of the 
Eſtates, and in the Parliament of Paris; the Guardianſhip of the Kings, 
and the Regency during their Minority, with many other Honours and 
Advantages, of which they are now depriv'd. 

Beſides all theſe, not only the Princes, but the Peers, and many other 
great Lords, were poſleſs'd of Fiefs of ſuch a Tenure, that tho indeed 
they held them of the Crown, they were little Sovereigns within them- 
ſelves.: Nay ſo far did their Power reach, that even the Governors of the 
Forts and Towns, that were ſituate within the Limits of their Fiefs. and 
Jvriſdictions, were in the nomination of the ſeveral Princes and [lords 
of the Land where they ſtood ; inſomuch that even in the beginning of 
this Reign, it was uſual to ſay, That ſuch a Town belong'd to ſuch a Prince, 
ſuch a Duke, &c. Nor did their Yaſſals ever ſcruple, upon the firſt Com- 
mand of thoſe Princes and Lords, to take up Arms for them, be it a- 

gainſt the King or any body elſe, it was all one to them. 
» The People of France in general are divided into three Eſtates ; the 
' Clergy, the Nobility, and the Commons. 


The 
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The Clergy I need not ſay anything of further, than that they ſubdi» 


vide themſelves into the Secular and Regular Clergy. 


The Secular are the Cardinals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Oc. and their 
WOT, Clergy, much of the ſame degrees with that of the Church of 
England. | 

| The Regular Clergy are the Religious Orders of Monks and Friars of all 
ſorts, who have nothing todo in State-Aﬀeairs, qua Regular Clergymen ; 
but many of them little mind the Rules of their Inſtitution. | 

They have nothing there of the Diſtinction that we have between the 
Nobility and the Gentry, inſomuch that the meaneſt of their private 
Gentlemen are call'd Noble; and again, their greateſt Lords muſt not 
take it il] that they are call'd Gentlemen, Nay King Henry IV. who laid 
a good foundation for humbling the great Men, by confounding the grea- 
teſt Orders of the Nobility with the moſt Inferior, would often take 
occaſion to ſay (when that Subject was diſcours'd of) Nous ſommes tous 
des Gentils bommes, we are all but Gentlemen. 

The Degrees of their Nobility are Dukes, Marquiſfes (Earls or) 
Counts, Viſcounts, Barons, Knights, and private Gentlemen ; bur a- 
mongſt theſe the Princes of the Blood have in every thing the Prehemi- 
nence, whatever Titles they may bear. 

Of the Dukes, ſome are Peers of France; for tho all Peers are Dukes, 
every Duke is not a Peer, | 

The Peers were formerly but twelve, and enjoy'd many valuable Pri- 
vileges, ſuch as their Vote in the States and Parliament of Paris, &c. 
But now except the Precedency, and ſome other empty Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion, they are but little different from other Dukes : The Court having 
very much increas'd the Number, to make it, by being become more com- 
mon, the more contemptible. 8 

The other Degrees of their Nobility or Gentry have Precedency ac- 
cording to their Titles, as ours have here; altho they have a Degree of 
their Nobility which they call Baron, they are not in any thing like the 
Engliſh Barons, but of the ſame Station as the Barons are in Scotland, 
where they are only reputed Gentlemen, and are one Degree below the 
Lords. | 

Every Gentleman there aſſumes to himſelf the Character of Eſquire, ſo 
that theſe are ſynony mous Terms amongſt them. 

Ihe Trers Eſtat, or third Rank of People in France, is amongſt them 
comprehended under the general Term of Roturiers, in which they in- 
clude all thoſe Perſons in general who are not by. Birth Gentlemen, or 


made ſo by the King's Patents, or who are not entitled to that Quality 


by their Service in the Army, or ſome Poſt, Imployment or Occupation 
in the State or in the Law, which ennobles thoſe that enjoy them. 2 
£00 


(23) 
good Bait in that airy Nation, to make the People purchaſe Places in 
the Government and Courts of Law at high Rates. 

They have aſſign'd the Title of Gentlemen to Painters, and l believe to the 
Profeſſors of ſome other of the liberal Arts, to incourage ingenious Perſons to 
briag them to perfection: And the ſame they havedone for encouraging the 
Settlers of Glaſs-Manufactures in France, whom therefore their Neighbours 
call in Raillery, Gentils bommes Verriers, Gentlemen Glaſs-makers. 

J don't remember that being an Advocate, Phylician or Attorney, 
makes a Man a Gentleman; but, if I miſtake not, one that is born a 
Gentleman, may be of any of theſe Imployments, without derogating 
from his Quality. | | 

And 1 think, ſince the aſſuming of the Throne of Spain by the Duke of 
Anjou, the King, by an Edict, has allow'd the Gentry to trade by W hole- 
ſale; with a Deſign no doubt to incourage his Subjects to improve the 
Mieſt- India Trade, 


Next theſe comes that Degree of People call'd by the French Burgeois, 

Burgeſſes, which are of two ſorts: | 
1. Thoſe, who having Eſtates in the Country ſufficient to maintain 

them, without applying themſelves to any Buſineſs, live on their Rents ; 

but have not the King's Patent to create them Gentlemen, nor are ſo by 

RL od nom: | 

2. Merchants, Citizens and Tradeſmen of all ſorts. 

After. theſe are the Farmers, Peaſants and Labourers, and all the infe- 
rior and meaner ſort of People. | 

Now of theſe three Ranks was the Aſſembly of the States of France 
compos'd, in the following manner. xo 
R 2 Archbiſhops, Biſnops, and Deputies of the Clergy made up the 

rit- 

FhePrinces, and Peers, and Deputies of the Gentry form'd the ſecond, 

And the third was compos'd of the Deputies of the Cities, Towns and 
Commonalties. 

Theſe ſat all and voted in one Houſe, made and repeaFd Laws, re- 
dreſs'd Grievances, levy'd Taxes, and three times alter'd the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, viz, from the Line of Pharamond to that of Charles Mar- 
tel, from his to that of Hugb Capet, and from Henry IV. to the Cardinal 
of Bourbon; and would, after his Death, have totally alienated the 
Crown, if King Henry had not at Jalt diſpers'd them. | 

And becauſe the States of that vaſt Kingdom could not, with nt great 
Inconveniences, be aſſembled on every ſmall occaſion, the 1'zili»ment of 
Paris was intruſted in their Abſence with ſome part of their Auitority ; 
ſuch as making Remonſtrances for the Reformation of Gre , and 
ſometimes reforming them themſelves ; oppoſing the Encroachmnets of 
the Miniſtry, eſpecially in the Minority of their Princes; verifying cr 
| | - approving 
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- wpprovidg of the King's Edicts for creating of Offices, and levying "ſmatt | << 
Subſidies, and many other things of that nature which were entruſted' t. 
to the management of that Auguſt Aſſembly, which by its Conſtitution 


is a ſort of amphibious Court of State and Judicature, conſiſting in all of 
about 200 Preſidents and Judges, divided into ſeveral Honſes or Cham- 
bers, Waich upon extraordinary Occaſions meet and fit all together in one 
great Room, where the Princes alſo, and the Peers of the Kingdom 
bave their Places. | 
From this great Court in former times there was no Appeal, but all Ap- 
peals were made to it from inferior Courts of Law, in Cauſes depending 
4 between Man and Man, or between the King and the Subject; and from it 
Ez on ſome very extraordinary Occaſions, Appeals were made to the States of 
4 the Kingdom only. Nor were the Royal Edicts binding on the People, till 
N enregiſt red and approv'd by them; neither were they in any ſuch depen- 
dence upon the Court, as to be in pain for the Reſentment of the Mini- 
{try upon their Non- compliance: nor did the People ever fail to ſtand 
by the Parliament, whom they always look'd upon as their Guardians 
and Protectors from the arbitrary Impoſitions of the Court; as indeed 
they were, till they had no longer any power to be ſo. | 

And as this Parliament had a great ſhare of the Direction of Affairs 
at Paris, ſo in the other Provinces the reſpective Parliaments had the Re- 
viſal, and the Power of approving or denying their Approbation to the 
Edicts ſent them from the Court; which if in their Judgment they had 
not a tendency to the Service of the King, and the Good of the People, 
they oftentimes refbs'd to enregiſter : whereas now the King's Council 
of State is the Dernier Reſort, from which there lies no Appeal in any 
Cauſe whatſoever, and where the Authority of the Parliament of- Paris 
is no more regarded, than that of the meaneſt Country Steward. 

Such in antient times was the free and happy Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom of France I ſhall now obſerve by what Steps and Methods it 
has been overturn'd, and what Effects the Loſs of the People's Liberty 
has had; and then leave it to the Judgment of any rational Man, whe- 
ther it be not very probable, that the Reſtitution of their Privileges 
would be the ſtrongeſt Pledg of Europe's Quiet and Repoſe. x 

Upon the extinction of the Males of the firſt Branch of the Capetian 
Race, and the Succeſſion of Philip of Yalois to the Crown, there enſu'd 
bloody Wars between that Prince and his Son King John, and Edward Ill. 
King of England, and Duke of Normandy and Guienne, who was Philip's 
Competitor for the Kingdom, in the Right of his Mother, who was a 
Daughter of France, and in bar of whoſe Right the French trumpt up the 
Story of their Salick Law; which if there be any ſuch thing in nature, 
is thought by Authors of the beſt Authority to have no relation to the 
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Crown of France. 


In 


Ig theſe Wars Edward came always off victorious ; and bis Son Edward, 
commonly call'd The. Black Prince, took. Priſoners at the Battle of Poic- 
tiers King John and his Son Philip, afterwards Duke of Burgund). 
Ihe Confuſions that hapned in England after the Death of Edward Ill. 
who ourliv*d his brave Son the Black Prince, gave time to the French to 
breath, till the Reign of Charles VE when Henry V. being come to the 
Throne of England, proſecuted his Title to the Crown of France, and at 
laſt came to an Agreement with Charles VI. whoſe Daughter he marry'd, 
That he the ſaid Charles (who was almoſt thirty years in a Phrenzy, and 
was ſo at that time, tho he had ſome lucid Intervals) ſhould enjoy the 
Crown, during his Life, after which it ſhonld deſcend to Henry and his 
- Heirs and that in the mean time Henry ſhould take upon him the Ad mi- 

niſt ration in the King's Name. Which he accordingly did, and forc'd the 
Dauphin (afterwards Charles VII. who had been diſinherited by his Fa- 
ther) into the Province of Berry, having conquer?d the Country as far as 
Dries. | 

Charles VI. being dead, and Henry V. dying a few days after him, the 
Dauphin was by his Adherents ſoon after conſecrated at Rheims, and 
Hen Vi. was by his Uncle the Duke of Bedford carry'd to Paris, and 
tbere crownd King. | 
But that Prince having loſt his beſt Support the brave Duke of Bed. 
ford, and Diſorders growing apace upon him at home, the Engliſh, after 
an obſtinate Reſiſtance, were outed of Normandy, Grienne, and all France, 
except Calais and ſome few Places thereabouts. 2 5 N 
And now King Charles having ſtill at his Command the Army which 

hadperform?d ſuch great Exploits, began to be no leſs fear'd than he had 
been before belov d by the People. But after that Prince's Death, they 
had a ſhrewder Task to deal with his undatiful'Son Ztwis" Xl. the great 
Prototype of the preſent King, to whom the Cunning of that ſubtle 
Prince, and the Ambition of his Grandfather Henry Iv. were from his 
Infancy propos'd as the moſt worthy Objects of Iris imitation. | 
„ Sofimpatient was this Lewis, XI, to taſt of the Sweerneſs of Command, 
that in his Fathers Lifetime be precended' the Sovereignty of Dawſline, 
where he actual y ꝓromoted p Rebellion, and afrerwards' retir'd into the 
Duke of Burgundys Dominions in Handert, where he reſided ſeveral years; 
and yet bebav'd bimſelf tho then bur, a Refugee in a ſtrange Country) 
witch o much Havghtineſs and Inconſtancy, that Charles the Bold, Count of 


Charoloi, and afterwards Duke of Burgundy, 2 Prince of a great and gene- 


tous Soul, conceiv'd the greatcl „Hatred and Averfon im ginable to hich, 
but notwithſtanding us'd him with much Humanity and good Nature. 


No ſooner did he aſcend the Throne,' but the Court and the whole 
Kingdom, as well as the neighbouring Princes, were full of Difcontent, 


and nothing to be head but Complaints of his Violence, Deceit and in- 
| 78, # PI 1 E. » £ THY 11 q TY of | 7 * = ſti 
juſtice, 


So 


juſtice, inſomuch that a very formidable Combination was' for 
gainſt him, under the name of The League of the Publick Good. © 
The Head of this League was the Duke of Be 


rry, the King's own Bro- 


ther, who upon his taking the Field publiſh'd a Manifeſto, wherein com- 


plaining of the many Grievances and Oppreſſions under which the 
Kingdom labour'd, he ſummon'd the Duke of Burgundy, as Dran of the 
Peers of France, to come to his Aſſiſtance; and accordingly while Charles 
tbe Bold, that Duke's Son (the Father being of a great Age) appear'd on 
One hand at the head of a gallant Army, with which he entirely defeated 
Lewis's Forces at the Battle of Montleheri; ſoon after that the Duke of 
Britany rais'd a conſiderable Army to act in conjunction with the Duke 
of Berry, with whom were join'd the Dukes of Orleans, Anjou, and 
Bourbon, all three of the Royal Family and very nearly relate& to the 
Crown; and with them alſo many others of the greateſt Men of the 


Nation, ſuch as the Duke of Angouleſme, the Count of Dunois, the Count 


of St. Paul, the Marſhal de Lobeac, the Lords of Beuil and Amboiſe, the 
Count of Dammartin, and others. +, 


After the Defeat of his Forces at Montleberi, Lewis durſt not ſet his. 
Head out of Paris, nor was he very ſafe within it. However, in the 


deſperate State of his Affairs, he thought beſt by his Preſence to keep 


that great Metropolis in his Obedience. And finding no other way to 
prevent his Ruin, he exerted all the Policy and Subtlety imaginable to- 
ward off ſo terrible a Blow, And ſo great a Maſter was he in the Art of 
Diſſimulation, which he reckon'd the Chief of all the Royal Virtues, 
that not this Treaty only, but his whole Life is one Inſtance of it. 

And as one of his principal Maxims was, To keep no Treaty, Oath or 
Contract, how.ſokma ſoęver, any longer than it might be for his In- 
tereſt to do it, he reſolv'd to grant the Confederates all they ask d; 
nay his Bounty did even exceed their Expectation: But they did not 
know, till it was too late, that they were the real Victims of his ſeeming 
HE > ee et A as I ee 
MA for the redreſſing of publick Grievances Ju general, he freely con- 


ſented, That thirty fx Déppties ſhould de chofen out of the three Ef. 


tates of the Kingdom, who ſhould reftify every thing as they thought 
fit, fuppreſs all new Faxes, and bring Matters to what Settiement they 
pleas'd ; from which there ſhoyld be no Appeal nor Reviſion. And as 
the Princes and great Lords complain'd of the unneceſſary and expenſive 
Attendance they were oblig'd to give at Court, it was agreed that they 

ſhould not come but when they themſelves thought fit. Nay, he came 
Aer length, to approve of the League, tho it was intended againſt 
himſelf. | 

His Conceſſions to each particular Grandee were fo extraordinary, 
that I ſhould think they had reaſon to ſuſpect that a Prince of bis Tem- 
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pe (bich was Very covetons) did not intend to part with ſuch Mor ſels 


without a valuable Conſideration, And therefore 1 believe the Allies, 


" 
: 


that are now engag'd in the War againſt the French, would do well not only 


to exact what Conditions may be'reaſonably inſiſted on for a Peace with 
them, but to be very well ſatisfy'd in the Security to be given for the 
Obſervation of theſe Conditions. This will be plain from the Behaviour 


and Management of this King Lewis XI. which has been fo exactly copy'd 


by his Succeſſor Lewis XIV, | 

Io his Brother the Duke of Rerry, he gave no leſs than the Dutchy 
of Normandy. He oblig'd himſelf to aſſiſt the Duke of Orleans in reco- 
vering the Dutchy of Afilan, to which he had Pretenſions ; and promis'd 
to entertain 200co Men for the Service of the Duke of Anjou, in the 
Conqueſt of Naples and Cenoa, to which he laid Claim, He gave the 


Duke of Bourbon the * Tailles of Auvergne and the Bourbonnois, and pro- 


misꝰd him the firſt Imployment that ſhould be vacant to his Liking in the 
Kingdom. He reimburs'd the Duke of Angouleſme a great Sum paid 
for his Ranſom at the Battle of Agincourt. He marry'd the Count of 
Longueville Son to the Count of Dunois, to the Princeſs Agnes Daughter 
to the Duke of Savoy, and undertook to pay her Portion. The Count 
of Dunois himſelf was made General of the (imaginary) Army that 
was to conquer Afilan. The Count of St. Paul was made High Conſta- 
ble of France, the Town of Epinal was deliver'd up to the Marſhal of 
Burgundy, who was Prince of Neucbatel and Fallangin: And in ſhort, all 
the reſt of the Lords and Gentlemen of the League in general, were gra- 
tify'd with Penſions, Governments, Grants of Crown Lands, Places and 
Preferments at Court, in the Law, and in the Army, to their full Sa- 
tisfaction. 35 7 

As for the two great Pillars and Authors of the League, the Dukes of 


Burgundy and Britany, they had as ample Satisfaction as any of the others. 


The Duke of Burgundy had the Countys of Pontbieu, Peronne, Montdi- 
dier, St. Quintin, and ſeveral other Towns in Picardy, which were of 
great Importance to that Prince, for ſecuring a Communication between 
the Low Countries and his other Dominions. And the Duke of Britany 
had the County of Montfort yielded to him by the King, who likewiſe for 
ever renounc'd the four imperious Demands which had been made to the 


Duke by Morvilliers the Chancellor of France, viz, That he ſhould not 


ſtile himſelf Francis by the Grace of God Duke of Britany, it thereby 
ſeeming he was unmindful of the King's Dominion: That no Species of 
Gold ſhould be coin'd in his Dutchy : That the King ſhould levy a cer- 
taia Tax there, as an Acknowledgment of his Sovereignty; and That 
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his Majeſty ſhould have the Right of Patronage and Preſentation to the 
Benefices of that Province, . #2; e 
All the World will own the Princes had reaſon to be content with theſe 
. Conceſſions ; yet every Man of them was ruin'd by it. And tho the King 
at firſt perform'd ſome part of his Engagements. to thoſe of the League, 
his Favours coſt them very dear: For having given ſome of them great 
Offices, and afterwards diſplac'd them to put their neareſt Friends in 
their Room, he ſtir'd up innumerable Occaſions of Strife among them, 
whereby he not only diſſolv'd their Union, but created Jealouſies, Suſpi- 
cions, Animoſities and Diſcontents between them, which render'd them 
ia ſome degree Enemies to one another; and ſo at laſt effected by ſuch 


' Wiles, and by the baſer Arts of Poiſoning and Treachery, the Deſtruc-- 
| tion of all their Leaders. 5 
: 


Io have a Pretence to turn his Brother out of Normandy, he himſelf 
| imploy'd Emiſſaries to ſer ſome Diſturbances on foot there, and then 
| feiz'd the ſtrong Holds, and reunited the Dutchy to the Crown. His 
f Brother retiring into Britany, Lewis wanted only an occaſion to quarrel' 
i with Dake Francis. The French Troops march'd into Britany, under 
4 pretence of a Complaint made by ſome of the Duke's Malecontent Sub- 
g jects. Charles the Bold took the Field in order to aſſiſt his Friend the 
4 Duke of Britany. But Lewis intercepting their Letters, by the Treache- 
vy of the Perſons they imploy'd, and putting all manner of Fraud, For- 
gery and Deceit in practice, made the Dukes of Berry, Burgundy and 
a Britany, ſeparately believe that they had abandon'd one another, when 
indeed there was no ſuch thing: And this Mifunderſtanding of each other's 

Sentiments, inclin'd them all to make feparate Treaties with the Court, 

which prov'd their Ruin in the end. ; | 
However, as the Duke of Burgundy could not be brought to relinquiſh 
: the Intereſt of thoſe Princes ſo entirely as the King deſir'd, Lewis upon a 
q limple Paſſport under the Duke's Hand went to meet him at Peronne ; 
P where the News being brought to the Duke while the King was with 
; him, that his Majeſty's Emiſſaries had rais'd an Inſurrection in Liege, and 
J that the People of that Town had ſurpriz'd Tongres, ſome of his Council 
5 advis'd him to detain the King, to ſend for the Duke of Jerry, to ſum- 
4 mon the States of. the Kingdom, and reſtore the Government to its an- 
tient Frame and Conſtitution, Which had-been in a great meaſure over- 
torn'd by Lewis. But the Opinion of Anthony of Burgundy, the Duke's 
: natural Brother (which was that he ſhould not contravene a Paſſport 
4 ſign'd with his own hand) prevail'd with that generous Prince; ſo that 
the King having conſented to ſign a new Treaty with the Duke of Bar- 
ö gundy, whereby, amongſt other things, he was to give the Dutchy. of 
[ Guienne to his Brother the Duke of Berry, it was reſolv'd to let him re- 
1 turn in Peace to his own Dominions, provided he ſhould firſt accompany 
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the Doke in his Expedition to the Low Countries, -againſt his rebeflions: 
Subjects of Liege, whom that faithleſs King had the ſhame and morrih- 

cation to ſee wallowing in their own Blood, and to be aſſiſting to puniſh: 

thoſe who had only revolted at his-inſtigation, 74 

Tho Lewis had no regard to faith and. Honour, his Circumſtances ob- 
lig'd him at leaſt᷑ to ſeem: diſpos'd to perform ſome part of his Treaty at 

Peronne. He gave Guienne to his Brother, according to his Promiſe : but 

laid a Bait for him by the way, which-ſpeedily ſent him to the other. 

World; haviag prevail'd with a profligate Prieſt to poiſon that hopeful 

good-natur'd Prince, tho his own Brother, and one that might have done: 
him much miſchief on many occaſions, if he had. pleas'd. The Initru- 
ment of this horrid Murder was John Favre a BenediQine Fryar, and 

Abbot of St. John d Angeli; who invited that unhappy Duke to a Colla- 

tion, as he was paſſing thro that Towa, together with the Viſcounteſs of 

Thouars, a Widow Lady whom the Duke did paſſionately love. The 

Prieſt gave them a poiſon'd Peach, of which they eat each one half; 

- whereupon the Lady died within three Hours, and the Duke three Weeks 
after. The murderous Abbot was taken up and proſecuted, but the King 

commanded the Cauſe to be brought before him, and then left it to the 

Deciſion of the King of Kings, where doubtleſs it has been more im- 

partially judg'd long ago. However, one of the beſt Archbiſhopricks of 
the Kingdom, four Biſhopricks, and ſeveral other great Places were the 

Reward of the Murderers or their Abettors: And the King's Jeftcr, 

who was Fool enough to be a little free with his Majeſty one day, abour 
ſomething he had over-heard on that Subject when his Majeſty was at 

Confeſſion, loſt his Life for his Jeſt. It is not always ſafe to tell Great: 
Men the Truth. | : 

The Count de St. Paul was one of the Leaguers, and had the Conſta- 
ble's Staff for his pains. Yet when he was executed many years after- 
ward at Paris, viz. December 19. 1475 his being in the League was made 
one of the chief Articles for. which he was condemn'd: A memorable | 

Inſtance of the ſmall Regard that Lewis XI. had for his Treaties. He was (i 

then 63 Years of Age. He maintain'd before his Judges, That the Duke i 
of Berry was potſon'd by the King's Command, and that it was likewiſe by: 
His Majeſty's Procurement, that the Duke of Calabria (another Leiguer) 

was poiſon'd in Catalonia. 

| need ſay no more of the Fate of the Leaguers: The Reader may: 
jadg of the Uſage of the reſt, by what theſe met with. The Duke vt 

Orleans broke his heart with the Diſappointments and Aﬀronts their were 

put upon him by the King, and ſo did ſome others. Several of the Duke 

of Bourbon's Servants were put upon the Rack, to extort ſomething of _R 

them ta accuſe their Maſter upon; but in. vain. Let us now. ſee-how- 8 {| 


Lewis 3 * 


Lewis kept his Treaties with the Duke of Burgundy, who had always ho- 
- -n6brably perform'd his Eogagements to him. | St IE 
The Duke was a prince too powerful and too brave to ſuffer any open 
Aﬀront. Lewis knew that very well, and had paid too dear for his Eſ- 
capes that way before, to venture tos far again, And therefore he con- f 
tented himſelf for ſome time with debauching the Duke's Miniſters and 
N SeFvants from their Fidelity to a generous Maſter, and with ſtirring up un- 
1 derhand what Enemies he could againſt him. But when at laſt that Prince 
| | was engag'd in a War with the Duke of Zorain, and beſieging Nancy 
F' with an indifferent Army of raw Soldiers, after he had loſt. the Flower 
4 of his old Troops in his unſucceſsful Wars with the Switzers ; Lewis ſup- 
[ ply'd the Duke of Lorain with 23000 Crowns of Gold (a good Sum in 
| 


thoſe days) with which he rais'd an Army of Swirzers and Germans, 
which was augmented with a good aumber of French Troopers, whom the 
King disbanded on purpoſe that they might, according to the ſecret 
InſtruQions given them, take on with the Duke of Zorain. And further 
4 to favour his Deſigns, altho Lewis was then in Trice with Burgundy, he 
ii caus'd his Troops which were in the Dutchy of Barr to march towards 
i Nancy, the more to ſtraiten the Duke; who reſolving to make a noble 
q Stand againſt his Enemies, was kill'd in a Battle before that Town on the 
0 fourth of January 1476. | 
N Angelo Catto, to whom Lewis had given the Archbiſhoprick of Vienna 
1 in Daupbine, for deſerting his Maſter the Duke of Burgundy, was ſaying 
q Maſs before Lewis at Tours, while the Armies were engag'd before Nancy. 
When he preſented the Pax to the King to kiſs Sir, ſaid he, God 
give you Peace, and your Majeſty may henceforth make your advantage of it — 
Conſummatum eſt, The Duke of Burgundy's Army is juſt now defeated, and 
bimſelf kill d. The King liſten'd to the Prelate's Speech with the greateſt 
Surpriſe and Joy, vowing to change the Iron Rails about St. Martin's 
Tomb in that Church into Silver. And ſo impatient was he to hear the 
Confirmation of that prophetick News, that he immediately order'd 
freſh Horſes to be kept ready for the Couriers he expected, at every half 
hour's riding. And the minute the Expreſs arriv'd, he ſent his Troops 
into Burgundy, under pretence of preſerving that Dutchy for the Infant 
Heireſs : But his Succeſſors have kept it to this day. He would fain have 
done 0 by Franch Comte, and others of the Duke's Dominions; but was 
not able. | | 

As for the Duke of Britany, when he could find no other ſhadow of 
Pretence to rob him of his Domintons, he trumpt up the dormant Title 
of a * Lady that pretended ſome ſort of Claim to that Dutchy, which 
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Nicole de Ponticurre, Daughter to Charles of Britany, Count of Pontieurre. 


his 


- 
* 
* 


. 


bis Son Ebarles VII. had afterwards, by his Marriage wilk the Duke | 


Britany's Daughter. | | "I 

We have ſeen the Fate of all his Enemies; we ſhall now ſee what bit- 
ter Fruits he himſelf reap'd of his Perfidiey in his latter days, when his 
Conſcience began to fly in his face, and torment him with the thoughts 


of leaving this World, and giving ſome account of his Tranſactions in 


it, before a greater King than himſelf. 

He had been an undutifol Son, a perfidious Friend, a rigorous Maſ- 
ter, and an oppreſſive King. He was jealous of the Dauphin, or at 
leaſt of thoſe that might make uſe of his Name, he being young. He 
durſt not truſt any Friend, who never had been a true Friend to any. 
He knew he was hated of his Subjects, who were weary of him; and: 
could put no confidence in the Great Men, and but little in any of his 


old Servants: And therefore being afraid of every thing, he ſhut him- 


ſelf up in a Caſtle, which he made as ſtrong as Iron and Stone could 
make it, ſecuring the Walls with Hooks and Spikes; and ſo committed 
himſelf to the cuſtody of a ſmall number of mean mercenary Domeſticks 
and Soldiers, under the Direction of ſome few Perſons, to whom he gave 
ſuch conſiderable Salaries and Gratifications, that he hop'd they would 
think it their Duty to preſerve him, ſince they could not expect to bet- 
ter themſelves by a Change. Thus did he live more like a guilty Priſo- 
ner than a great King, who had ſo far enlarg'd his Dominions, and yet 
could hardly allow himſelf ground enough to take the Air. He trem- 
bled at the leaſt noiſe or buſtle that happen'd either night or day; and 
ſuſpected, when he heard the Gates open'd, that Conſpirators were com- 
ing in to cut his throat. He had taken the ſtrangeſt Precautions imagi- 


nable, to fecure the Avenues to his Apartment with Bars, Locks and 


Bolts: which gave his Palace the appearance of a Priſon, Yet for all 
this, tho he fir in continual Dread and Miſery, the thoughts of 
launching ont into an unknown World, where his Policy and Difſimula- 
tion would be of little uſe, were ſo terrible to him, that he could not 
endure to hear of it. For this reaſon, beſides conlideruble Preſents, he 
gave a Penſion of 10000 Crowns a month to his Phyſician ; who having 
made him believe that he had a Secret to preſerve his Life, which none 
| elſe could do, he became his Maſter's Tyrant; and would tell him, That 
if he ſhould leave him, he would not be three days alive. He had allo 
no ſmall Confidence in a tricking Hermite, upon whoſe Prayers he had a 
great dependence for prolonging his days. But at laſt he found that 
theſe two Phyſicians of his Soul and Body could afford but little Com- 
fort to either, when his appointed time was come for that fo dreaded 
Separation, 


Vitaque cum Gemitu fugit ingignata ſnb Umbras. And 
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6 F And whether his preſent. Succeſſor will go off. the Stage with. a bett 


45 
Grace, time will diſcover. Their Lives have had a great reſemblance, 
whether they ſhal] be alike in their Death, God only knows. '., © 
His Son Charles VIII. was a Prince of a milder Diſpoſition z and be- 
ſides that, he was not ſo much inclin'd to burden and oppreſs the Peo- 
ple. During the laſt Years of his Father's Reign, the Nobility and the 
'Parliament had reſum'd part of their former Auchority, which Was yet 
ſtrengthen'd during the King's Minority; and after that, the Wars in 
Italy, which gave him occupation enough abroad, diverted him from pro- 
ſecuting his Father's Meaſures for enflaving and oppreſling his Subjeds. 
That Prince dying, April 7. 1498. without Iſſue, was ſucceeded; by 
Lewis XII. then Duke of Orleans who being a Prince of much Huma 
-nity and Good-Nature, did not undertake any thing againlt the Liberties 
of his Subjects; and after an unſucceſsful Proſecution of his Predeceſſor's 
Quarrels in Italy, dy'd the firſt of January 1515. without Iſſue ; having 
deſervedly obtain'd the glorious Title of The Father of the People. He 
Jefr the Crown to Francis l. then Duke of Augouleſme, . _. 
During that Prince's long Reign, of which ſomething has been ſaid 
above, he was ſo very much occupy?d in his German, Spaniſh, and Italian 
Wars, that tho he was of an ambitions and aſpiring Temper, he coul 
rot undertake to introdoce an Arbitrary Government at home; having 
had fo great occaſion for the Aſſiſtance of his Subjects to redeem him: 
ſelf,” and afterwards his Children out of Priſon, and for maintaining of 
his expenſive Wars, that he could not deny gratifying them in all their 
reaſonable Demands. And his Son Henry II. being all his time kept in 
'#we by Plilip II. of Spain, a powerful aud aſpiring Neighbour, and ta- 
ken up at home with the Deſign of ſtifling the Reformation in its Infancy, 
had not any opportunity of extending the Prerogative very far. I have 
already taken a view of the State of that Nation under his Sons Fran- 
cis II. Charles XI. and Henry III. in ſpeaking ot the Affairs of the Prote- 
ſtants e and from thence it will evidently appear, ho great the Auth 
Tity of the States of France has been; and how unlikely 'tis that their 
Princes could in any time coming reduce them again to the ſlaviſh 
Condition in which they now languiſh, if the Confederates will on this 
happy opportunity take a firm Reſolution to put them in a condition to 
throw off that heavy Yoke : which I think the only Security that can 
be depended upon for the future Repoſe of Europe; ſince by this ſhort 
Deduction of the affalrs of the French Monarchy, I hope 'rwill be al- 
Jow'd | have made it evident, as I ſaid above, That till the French Kings 
became Abſolute in their omn Dominions, they never were able to make. any 
conſiderable Conqueſts abroad, or bave been forc'd to relinquiſh ſuch, as, they 
Had made, | as os 
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By what ſteps the three laſt Kings advanc'd their Deſigns, I have 
partly hinted already. Henry IV. was ſupported by all the Princes in 
Europe, except the Houſe of Auſtria and the Pope. And which is more 
than all that, being ſecure of the utmoſt Devotion of the Proteſtants, 
and having by his perſonal Valour, the. many Royal Virtues with which 
he was endu'd, and his politick Behaviour during all his Reign, acquir'd 
the Love, Eſteem and Veneration of the Roman Catbolicks, and firmly 
united all his Subjects by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Intereſt and Duty, if 
he may be ſaid to have been in ſome meaſure Abſolute in France, it 
was (as Queen Elisabeth was, and her preſent Majeſty now is in Eng- 
land) by reigning in the Hearts of his People, who let him do what he 
pleas'd, and ſupply'd him as he deſir'd; being perſuaded that his 
great Aim was their Happineſs and Security, The true and ultimate End 
of all Government. | 

That Great Prince being taken off by Violence in the Month of 
May 1610, and the Regency being once more aſſum'd by the Queen 
Mother, to the prejudice of the Princes of the Blood, to whom it did 
of right belong; ſhe promoted to the prime Adminiſtration of all 
Affairs the Biſhop of Lucon, afterwards famous by the Title of Car- 
dinal of Richliecu > who under the ſhadow of the Royal Name and 
Authority, did indeed raiſe his own Power to ſuch a prodigious height, 
as was never known in France before. 3 
It were an endleſs Task, and no way ſuitable to the preſent Deſign, 
to inſtance particulars. Thoſe who want further Information, may 
ſatisfy themſelves by the peruſal of Monſieur le Vaſſor's and ſeveral 
other Hiſtories of that Reign. Tis enough that | obſerve in ſhort, 
That having ſtruck in with the Zealots for the Komiſh Religion, who 
conſented to the keeping up of an Army for ſuppreſling the Proteſtants, 
they came at laſt to be involy'd themſelves in the Net they had in- 
tended only for their Brethren. Yet there is this Reflettion to be 
made upon the Story of his Uſurpation, That if he and his Succeſſor 
had not corrupted all the Nation, by filling the ſupreme Courts of ju- 
dicature, and all the Benches of any Authority in the Kingdom, with 
Men of profligate and mercenary Conſciences, who over-ruPd thoſe 
that were honeſter than themſelves, it never had been poſſible for the 
Court to have ſo far deluded the Nation into their Meaſures, as to 
have gain'd a Majority amongſt the Nobility and the People, for ſup- 
porting their lawleſs Tyranny. But when once they had debauch'd 
the Parliament of Paris and other Courts of Juſtice, and had got 
Judges fitted for their purpoſe, and diſpos'd to ſacrifice to their own 
private Intereſt the greateſt Patriots of their Country, for no other 
Crime but that of vindicating their own and the nationa! Liberties : 
| | F. then, 
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-then,! and not till then, the Kingdom was effectually reduc'd to Sla- 
very. ö ö N : 
This is evident from what happend after the Death of Richlieu, and 
his titular Maſter Lewis XIII, For when many of the Proſcripts were 
return'd from Baniſhment, and the State-Priſoners ſet at liberty ; and 
when the Admiſſion of the Queen to the Regency had given hopes of a 
Turn of Affairs, in favour of thoſe who had been joint Sufferers with 
her Majeſty, who for a long time before the mage Death had been little 
better than a Priſoner ; the old French Spirit of Liberty ſeem'd to re- 
vive, and the Parliament and People, who were .inclin'd to ſupport 
that Intereſt, had in all 4 brought back the Government to 
its antient Foundation; if by the fatal Acceſſion of Cardinal Maxarin 
to the Adminiſtration, and Madam de Chevreuſe, Monſieur de Chateau- 
neuf, and the Duke of Beaufort's too obſtinate inſiſting upon high Con- 
ditions, and refuſing to temporize a little, the Party had not been 
entirely cruſh'd. 6 | 
And when, after that, the Parliament and People of Paris took 
Arms to oppoſe the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Court, they had un- 
doubtedly effected their Deſigns if the Ambition of the young Prince 
of Conde (who was then All-powerful in the Court, the Army, and 
the Country) and the glorious Titles given him by the King, the 
Queen Mother, the Cardinal and all the Courtiers, who call'd him 
their Guardian Angel and Deliverer, and made the King deſire his 
Protection in the moſt obliging Terme, had not prompted him to diſ- 
countenance the Aſſerters of the publick Liberty, who were then his 
own Brother the Prince of Conti, the Dukes of Beaufort, Nemours and 
Bouillon, the Marſhal de Turenne, and many other Great and Brave Men. 
But that Prince repented of his miſtaken Zeal with all his heart, when 
finding himſelf afterwards neceſſitated by the Baſeneſs and Treachery 
of the Court, to begin the ſecond Civil War in conjunction with moſt 
of thoſe already nam'd, beſides the Dukes of Longue ville, Roche fou- 
cault and others; he conld by no means prevail with Turenne (who, 
except the Prince himſelf, was the beſt Soldier in France) to be of his 
ſide : Not that Turenne was not inclin'd as much as any body to revenge 
the Injuries done. his own Family by the Court; but having ſeen tao 
much of the lnconſtancy of ſome of that Party before, and well know- 
ing the extent of the CardinaPs Policy, the Power of Mony, and 


| Effet of Temptation to Court-Preferments, he was not willing to 
3 imbark a ſecond time on ſuch a bottom. | 
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4 What mighty Efforts the Prince of Conde made, how he forc'd the 
q King to fly 150 miles from Paris, beat his Army under the Marſhal de 
Hoquincourt in a pitch'd Battle, and how near he was to have entirely 


4 chang'd 
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chang'd the Government, is fo well known to moſt Men of any read»! 


ing, that 1 ſhall not enlarge this Diſcourſe with an Account of it: 
Having only mention'd it in this place, to convince thoſe Perſons how 
far they are miſtaken, who imagine that the French tamely ſuffer'd them- 
ſelves to be enſlav'd, and are yet ſo well contented with their Condi- 


tion; that they would not be willing to venture any thing to deliver 


themſelves from ſo much Miſery. - 

We have had before a View of the Policy, Life and Character of 
Lewis XI, and ſome Account of the Manner of his Death. Let us now 
ſee by the following ſhort Remarks on the preſent Reign, whether 
Lewis XIV. has come behind him in his Want of Faith, in his Breach 
1 all manner of Oaths, Leagues and Engagements, and in his Cunning 
and Diffimulation ; and whether he has not infinitely exceeded him in 
Cruelty, Oppreſſion and Bloodſhed, | 

Soon after the Acceſſion of Lewis XI. to the Crown, he was almoſt 
overwhelm'd with the Members of the League of the Publick Good, 
againſt whom he loſt a Battle, and durſt hardly ſtir from Paris. 

Lewis XIV. by ſuch another Combination of the Princes of his King- 
dom upon the ſame pretence, was forc'd to fly from Paris, had his 
Army beat; and the Troops of the Princes join'd at the ſame place 
' where Charles the Bold was met by the Duke of Berry and the reſt of the 
Leaguers near Eſtampes. | 

Lewis Xl. put a final Determination to that War by the Treaty of 
Conflans, which he ſaid before he ſign'd it, he did not intend to 
keep: and the ſame day that Lewis XIV. ſign'd the Pyrenean Treaty, 
which totally extinguiſh'd the laſt Civil War, an Expreſs was ſent to 
aſſure the King of Portugal, then in War with the King of Spain, 
That he might be aſſur'd of the Moſt Chriſtian King's utmoſt Aſſiſ- 
' tance; altho that was expreſly ſtipulated againſt in the Treaty. 

Lewis XI, a little after his Marriage, pick'd a quarrel with his 
Father-in-Law the Duke of Savoy, and endeavour'd to foment a Re- 
bellion againſt his own Father Charles VII. and turn away his Subjects 
from their Allegiance. He was impatient to hear of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy's Death; and tho he had confirm'd the Treaty of Conflans with 
a freſh Oath at the Treaty of Peronne, and was in truce with the Duke 
at the time of his Death, which Truce was to laſt above eight years; 
he ſeiz d what he could of his Dominions, as ſoon as he was dead. 

Lewis XIV. quarrel'd with his Father-in-Law Philip IV. about the 
Diſpute which happen'd between their Ambaſſadors at London, inva- 
ded and ravag?d his Provinces upon his Death, tho in time of a pro- 
found Peace; and tho anew Treaty was made, and once more ſworn 
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14 8 tei, at Aix la Chappelle in 1668. the French made no ſcruple to break it 
ain a few years afterward. a8 5 


I have already ſaid that Lewis XI, amongſt his other Qualities, was 
a great Maſter of the Art of Diſſimulation, There was not any Prince 
of his time that knew better than he how to do his Enemies a ſecret 
miſchief. He had a numerous Train of Emiſſaries of all ſhapes,, ſizes. 
and appearances, who kept every where a watchful eye upon the 
neighbouring Princes and States. He never ceas'd his Contrivances 
againſt the Duke of Burgundy, in England, Germany, Italy, Savoy, 
Lorain and Switzerland, "Twas he puſh'd on the Duke of Lorain to 
lay waſte, in time of Peace, the Duke of Burgundy's Dutchy of Lux- 
emburg, while that Duke was taken up with; the Siege of Nuys. He 
effected the Agreement between the Archduke Sigiſmond and the Smit- 
ers, to retake by force the County of Ferrette, which had been mort- 
gag'd to the Duke for 100000 Florins.. He perſuaded them to attack 
Franche Comte, to take Blamont, and beſiege the Caſtle of Hericourt. 
He prevail 'd. with the Emperor and other Princes and States of the 
Empire, toenter into a League with him againſt Duke Charles, promi- 
ſing to furniſh 20000 Men for his part: but having ſet em to work, he 
made uſe of thoſe Men another way for his own advantage, It was 
one of his favourite Maxims to concern himſelf as far as he could 
in every body's Quarrels, which he always augmented ; and without 
at all conſidering the Intereſt of the Parties, conſulted in all his Tranſ- 
actions with them only bis own. Yet with all his Fraud and Cunging, 
he could never get any footing in the Lom Countries, which were the 
deareſt Object of his Deſires; nor did he ever obtain any Advantage 
either by War or Treaty over that Brave Prince, tho he ſpoil'd his 
Infant Daughter of a good part of her Dominions after her Father's 
death. | | 3 

Lewis XIV, invaded Germany and Flanders while the Turks were be- 
fieging Vienna; and took both Strasburg and Luxemburg, being in Peace 
with the Empire and Spain - and after the Truce of Ratisbon in 1684. 
again invaded the Empire in 1688, without any Declaration of War. 
Nor has he ever omitted any opportunity to conquer or ruin the Lom 
Countries, for which he has always ſhow'd as great a longing as his 
Predeceſſor Lewis Xl. 

As for his ſecret Intrigues for embroiling and diſtracting his Neigh- 
bours, by dividing them within themſelves, ſetting them at va- 
riance without, and prompting them on to each other's Deſttuction; 
we in this Nation have ſo experimentally felt the diſmal and ruinovs 
Effects of that Policy, that it were in vain to go about to prove it. 
Nor is there any one Nation in Europe, with which he has ever con- 


trated 


— ¶ — oo tic ule — * al . — 


” " 


—_— as —O ˙öw 1 ˙1 we *” Y? * nm 


(37) 
trated any ſtrict Alliance (except it be Portugal or the Turi) that! has 


not bitterly lamented the cruel Conſequences.of| his broken League wo” : 


.. * 2 


and Oaths. And as for his own miſerable Subjects, how in loriouſly 


has he violated all the paternal Ties of Kindneſs-and Compaſſion which 


he owes them? While the Troubles of his Minority render'd the Ser- 
vice of the Proteſtants ſo abſolutely neceſſary for his Support upon the 
Throne, that without them he muſt in all appearance have been un- 
done; he encourag'd them by ſeveral Edids, in which he gave them 
the greateſt Praiſes, and moſt liberal Aſſurances of his Favour and Pro- 
tection. But no ſooner was he over his Difficulties, than he gave that: 


poor People | ſufficient Marks how ſmall a Depengence they could have- 


upon his Faith and Royal Word; 


As for the Pr. of Conde, *tis well known at the Court of France, how 
much he was diſſatisfy'd with the Uſage he met with, and what reaſon 
he had to be ſo, His Brother the Prince of Conti had but a ſhort Life: 
on't ; and tho a full Pardon and Indemnity was given to his Friends and 
Followers, ſome of them were put to death at home upon groundleſs 
Accuſations, the Duke'of Beaufort was ſent away to be ſacrific'd at Can- 
dia, and all in general that either had been actually of bis Party, or 
but ſuſpected to favour it, were ruin'd one way or other. 

Theſe two Princes are alike too in one thing more, viz. That each 
of them has had an only Brother. As for the abominable Crime 
of poiſoning the Duke of Berry, which it ſeems to appear plain 
enough that Lewis XI. was guilty of, I believe every body will caſily 
abſolve Lewis XIV. of any ſuch Attempt againſt the Duke of Orleans, 
who never was ſuſpected to have died of any other but a natural Death, 
But if his Brother eſcap'd his hands, there are reaſons to ſuſpect that 
his Siſter-in- Law the Dutcheſs of Orleans, and Daughter to our King 
Charles I. and his Daughter. in. Law the Dauphineſs, came to the ſame 
End as the Duke of Berry did, and that not without his Privity. 


Whatever be in this, there is one thing that gives ground of Suſ-' 


picion that that Prince's Conſcience on that ſcore is not better than 
that of his great Predeceſſor Lewis XI, It was prov'd at the Cheva- 
lier de Gr andvall's Trial, as plain I think as any, thing in nature couſd 


be prov'd, That Barbeſieux, the French King's prime Miniſter and Se- 


cretary of War, being the Son of his great. Favourite the. Marquis de 
Lowvois, was not only privy to the intended Aſſaſſination of King 
William, but had a principal hand in it; commanding it to be under- 
taken the ſecond time, advancing Mony for the Supply. of the Ailatij- 
nators, and ordering a Detschment of Horſe to march to favonr their 
Eſcape. 1 mall leave it to any body to determine, whether it be rea- 


ſonable 


* h 1.” "03" 
e 


PP. bd . 5 
Ws a 7 


f a 
"ſonable to imagine that Monſieur de Rurbeſieux acted in that Affair 
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After this Account of the French Affairs, and the dear Experience of 
the Calamities occaſion*d by the manifold Breaches of the moſt ſacred 
and ſolemn Ties that Law and Religion could invent and give a ſanc- 
tion to; and the violent and open Claim and U ſurpation of the Spani/h 
Monarchy, by virtue of the pretended Rights of the late Queen of 
France, which were utterly annul'd by the moſt ſolemn Act that ever 
was made; or under colour of a Will obtain'd by Fraud, Deceit and 
Treachery, from a dying Prince, by the Artifices of France, who by two 
ſolemn Treaties, concluded but a little while before, had made an ex- 
preſs Proviſion againſt any ſuch Donation, as that on which they do 
now principally found their Right: I ſay, that after ſo much Expe- 
rience of the Inſufficiency of all Human and Divine Ties, for obligin 
the French Monarch to keep his Faith, and be govern'd by the Laws 
preſcrib'd to him by his own Treaties; I hope it will be thought ne- 
ceſſary to find out ſome means, whereby the Performance of any Trea- 
ty that may be made with France may be better inſut'd than it is-like- 
Ty to be, upon the bare Security of his Word and Honour : or even 
tho ſuch a Frontier or Barrier ſhould be obtain'd, as was expreſs'd in 
the late Preliminary Articles; which would leave the oft Chriſtian 
King in a much better Condition than he was in by the Pyrenean Peace. 
And yet the Dutch were ſenſible, that above twelve years before 
that, the Scales were turn'd to the French ſide : and therefore conſider- 
ing that to aſſiſt the French any longer againſt the Spaniard, would be 
to get out of the Frying-pan into the Fire, they concluded their own 
Peace with the Spaniards, and left the French and the Swedes to make 
the beſt Bargain for themſelves that they could. Notwithſtandin 
which, the French forc'd the Empire to yield to them the fine a 
large Province of Alſatia; which laying a foundation for their future 
Encroachments, became at laſt the Baſis of all their Grandeur. 

Now if when France had ſuch ſtrong inteſtine Convulſions to ſtrug- 
ple with, and before the King's Authority was become fo Abſolute, 
the Trade of the Nation not near ſo much improv'd, without any 
Fleet, or any Diſcipline in their Armies comparable to what there is 
now: I ſay, if under all theſe Diſadvantages ſhe could bring her ſelf 
off ſo advantageouſly from a War with ſuch a potent Emperor as Fer- 
dinand II. aſſiſted by the King of Spain; what may not ftill be appre- 

hended from her, if after the manifold Succeſſes with which it has 
pleas'd Almighty God to bleſs the Allies during this War, they leave 
her Power unbroken at home, and the Kingdom ſo far from being in 
any 
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of their New Conqueſts will remain in their hands, And thereby 
they will be as able, as they have always ſhew'd themſelves willing, 
to fill Europe with freſh Deſolations, as ſoon as the Alliance is diſſolv'd, 
and the Allies diſarm'd. | | 

Now ſince it is plain, that till the French Kings became Abſolute, 
except the Biſnopricks of Metæ, Toul, and Verdun, and ſome few places 
they got poſſeſſion of with the Connivance of the Princes of the Em- 
pire, who were deſirous they ſhould have a free Paſſage to come 
upon all occaſions to their aſſiſtance againſt the Emperor in caſe of 
need; I ſay, ſince tis plain that till thoſe Princes, by rendring their 
Government Deſpotick at home, became abſolute Maſters of all the 
Riches of that great and flouriſhing Kingdom, which they can and do 
diſpoſe of at their 'pleaſure, they could never keep any Conqueſts a- 
broad, becauſe either the States of the Kingdom, or the Princes and 
great Lords who were then very powerful, did always find out means 
to oblige their Kings to put an end to their fareigu Wars. And it be- 
ing no leſs evident on the other ſide, that ſince the Power of their 
Kings has been abſolute within themſelves, all their Enemies have not 
been able to expel them out of their Conqueſts ; I think it does very 
clearly follow, Tbat their domeſtick Tyranny is the Baſis of their foreign 
Uſurpations ; and that if their Power was once reduc'd to its antient Bbùnds 
at home, it muſt of conſequence ſink abroad : as neceſſarily as the Effect 
muſt ceaſe, when the Cauſe is taken away. 

From hence I think it will be apparent, That the beſt Security 
we can have for the Preſervation of the publick Peace of Europe, 
will conſiſt in the Reſtoration, of the antient Conſtitution of the 


Kingdom of France, by the Reſtabliſhment of the Princes, Eſtates, 


Parliaments, and all Ranks and Degrees of People in their antient 


Rights, Privileges, and Immunities ; reſtoring at the ſame time the 


Proteſtants ta theirs, and reſettling them in Rochel, Nimes, Montauban, 
and the other Towns which were formerly aſlign'd them for their Se- 
curity : to which if Bayonne was added, it would be a great Saisfation 
to Spain; that City being the Key of France, upon the fide of Biſcay. 
And as it is not to be ſuppos'd that thoſe Towns can be procur'd for 
the Proteſtants by a Treaty, except we be firſt poſleſs'd of them in 
War, or the Court be otherways reduc'd to the greateſt extremity ; 
ſo neither could the King recover them afterwards out of the hands of 
the Proteſtants, till they were reduc'd to ſuch Difficulties, as it might 
at all times be in our power to prevent, or 'at leaſt to relieve before 
our Enemies could make their advantage of them. 


1 


any manner leſfen'd or impair'd in its Bounds, that ſeveral Provinces: 
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If weſconſider by what means Spain has fallen from ſo great a height 

of Power and Glory, we ſhall find it owes its Declination principally 
to the Expulſion of the Moors and Jews, which did exceedingly wea- 
ken it, the Eſtabliſhment of the Inquiſition which oceiſion'd the Re- 
volt of the Lom Countries, and the Uſurpation of Portugal, which (to- 
gether with the French Wars) quite exhauſted it. To which may be 
added as a main Article, the graſping at the Conqueſt of England, for 

which end they equnipt their great Armada in 1588. the Ruin 


whereof was the moſt fatal. Blow that ever befel that mighty Mo- 
narchy. 5 A3 [3-54 : | | 
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Whether the ſame Conduct, ſoimpolitickly follow'd by France, will 
at laſt have the ſame Effect upon them, Time will diſcover ; but hi- 
therto there is no ſmall likelihood that it will. And therefore | think 
the Allies ought not to let ſlip the preſeat Opportunity, to try whe- 
ther this may not be the time appointed by Heaven, for making Reta- 
liation to that provoking Nation, for the manifold Deſolations with 
which they have afflicted all their Neighbours. . 
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I come now to the Third and Laſt Point to be conſider'd, viz. By 
"what Methods the Advantages already obtain'd in this War may be 
l moſt effectually proſecuted: for attaining the Ends propos'd. And to 
_ this I readily anſwer, ' That: think they will be attain'd by none fo ea- 
N ſily as by an Invaſion or Deſcent in France. moe 

If it is ask'd where, how, and in what Method 1 would propoſe 
that Deſcent to be made, I ſhall only anſwer here in general, reſerv- 
ing to my ſelf the Liberty to 1 and particular An- 
ſwer to that Queſtion, in caſe 1 ſhould have the Honour to have it 
put to me by thoſe who have Authority ſo to do, and may be 
in a Condition to promote the Deſign if it ſeem rational to them; 
and if not, I ſhall fit down contented with having acquitted my felt 
of that Duty which I apprehend I owe to my Country, by having 
- adventur'd publickly to offer at a thing which I have found my ſelf 
a long time prompted to do. To ſay in publick all that I could up- 
on this Subject, might be of very ill Conſequence ſomewhere, and 
would do us no good. But becauſe I foreſee it may be necellary to 
remove ſome Objections, I ſhall endeavour to take off the force of 
chem. | | TY [3 5 | 
It will be ſaid, that the Experience of our ill Succeſs at Breſt and 

Toulon, and the Duke of Savoy's Irruption into Daupbine the laſt War, 
of and appearing twice upon the Frontiers of it in this, without any 
4 } great effect, give us no Incouragement to attempt any thing further 

That way. 
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I can be no very good Judg of the Affair of Camaret Bay near 
_ Breſt, being at that time in. an Age in which | was no way quality'd 


for converſing on publick Affairs, and never having ſeen any account 


of the Deſign of it ſince that can be much depended upon. I ſup» 


poſe it may have been intended to deſtroy their Ships there, in cate 
we could have poſleſs'd our ſelves of any Poſt or Station by Land or 
Sea, from whence the Town or Harbour might have been bombarded, 
Or it may be ſome Aſſiſtance from within may have been promis d us, 


and not perform'd - For I muſt believe better-of the Government, 


than to fancy they ſent a Squadron with Land. Forces thither, with- 
out ſome good Reaſon for it, which I know not how | ſhould be able to 


penetrate into at this Diſtance. Whatever it be, *tis plain from the 
French being ready to receive us, that we were betray'd in the Matter 


by thoſe who gave us the Invitation (if any there was) or by ſome 
body elſe. 1 ſhall only ſay, that I take not Breſt, or any part of 


Britany, or any where that way to be a fit Place for a Deſcent to be 


made in. | 
| Much leſs would I propoſe a Deſcent to be made in Provence, in 


hopes to have any countenance from the Country. It is known to be 
the moſt devoted to the King of any Province in the Kingdom, for ſe- 
veral Reaſons that I think not fit to name, and for this amongſt the 
reſt, That it is enrich'd by the laying up of the beſt part of his Navy 
there, and by the Levant Trade which he has much improv'd. 
Neither do I believe that thoſe who underſtand any thing of the mat- 
ter, did ever imagine that his Royal Highneſs of Save could. be able 
to keep Toulon in his hands in caſe of a Peace: And that Conſideration 
no queſtion would make the Country very ſhy: of ſeeming any way 
to favour his Deſigns. Tho | doubt not but we ſhould have had it, if the 
Emperor had not been prevail'd upon to ſend away ſo great a number 
of his beſt Troops upon the Neapolitan Expedition: And perhaps we 
might have had it notwithſtanding the making of that Detachment, 
if what I have heard be true and had been agreed to, That 
Prince Eugene was for marching to attack the Frexch Army before the 
Siege, whom if the Allies had beat, I do believe Toulon would have 
been the Reward of the Victory. Nor do I doubt that if it had been 
taken (tho 1 have already ſaid that the Inhabitants of that Province 
are as little Wellwiſhers to the Allies as any in France) but we ſhould 
quickly have heard of fuch Inſurrections as would have open'd a way 
for a general Revolution in that Kingdom. Neither will it I believe 


be deny'd by any Man of Senſe that the Deſign ſeem'd mighty well cal- 


culated for the Intereſt of Britain; ſince the Deſtruction of the Ships 


which lay in that Harbour would 8 effectually weakned the 5 
va 


' 
5 
N 
f 
t 
a 
| 


 —— * © - — _ —_ — a 2 
2 —ů— —- — 
* — an — — — — — * — — — 
— 
- - — OD 2 —— — 
* * 
—— 2 td — — — — 1 — N 


1 D 4; 


| wal Power of France, that they could not have appear'd at all at 
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Sea 
during the remainder of the War; beſides other good Effects which 
ſuch a Blow might have had upon our Affairs. How that Deſign came 
to be known ſo many Months before it was put in execution, I cannot 
account for. The Expedition was ſo publickly talkt of here, that 
few People did believe it was intended. Perhaps if the French had 
not had ſo much notice to provide for their Defence, the Town might 
have been our own, and the War now at an end. | i 

Well will ſome ſay, If Provence be not a fit Country for the Allies 
to enter France by, what is to be ſaid to Daupbine 2 : 

Why truly of the two | ſhould think Daupbine the fitter Country 
to invade, As to the Duke of Savsy's Irruption to Ambrun the for- 


mer War, I know but little of the Circumſtances of that Affair, ex- 


cept that his Royal Highneſs's Sickneſs ſpoil'd the Deſign. And as to 
his Appearance theſe two laſt Campaigns upon the Frontiers, I did 
never expect that it would have any mighty Influence upon the Minds 
of the People of that Country, or that they would openly favour the 
Deſigns of the Allies, as long as the French had an Army able to 
make head againſt them; they knowing that it is certain and imme- 
diate Death to attempt any Change, before they ſee a Power among(t 
them able to give them all neceſſary Protection and Support. 

To this it will perhaps be objected, That there will be no occaſion 
for a Deſcent, ſince the Duke of Mar lborougb's Army is already quar- 
ter'd on the Frontiers, and will be join'd again next Spring by Prince 
Eugene with the Imperial Forces which ſerv'd under him this year, 
in order to penetrate into Picardy next Campaign: That the ſpa- 
ring Troops for a Deſcent would weaken his Grace's Army, which is 
not fit to be done, Oc. 

»Tis true there is ſome Probability that theſe two famous He- 
roes may in a Campaign more finiſh their glorious Progreſs, which 
poſſibly may end at the Lohure. Our Britiſh Scipio has ſpread our 
Fame from the Danube to the Banks of the Mac ſe, the Dyle and the 
Lys; and in concert with his Companion in Arms and Glory, the Sa- 
viour of Italy, and the other Terror of France (whom I would call 
the modern Hannibal, if poſſeſſing all his warlike Wiles and Vertues, 
he were not exempted from his Vices) he has almoſt broken the Op- 
preſſor into pieces, and carry'd the Terrors of the War to his ver 
Door. Nay, they have already pull'd down his ſtrongeſt Defences, 
and reduc'd three of his * Impregnables; and I ſuppoſe have now con- 
vinc'd him, that he has too preſumptuoſly aſſum'd his darling Title of 
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Invincible, which cannot with ſafety be aſcrib'd to the greateſt Con- 
queror, till Death has put it beyond the power of his Enemies to' foil 
him. - But yet as I believe it will be allow'd that it is alſo poſſible this 


may take more than one or perhaps two Campaigns to perform, it 


may not be amiſs to endeavour to fall upon ſuch Methods as may be 

moſt effectual for furthering their Progreſs on that ſide, by making a 

1 ſomewhere elſe that may very much facilitate their Pe- 
ns. 

"The conſummate Prudence of theſe Great Generals will hardly 
permit them to expoſe the Glory of their own immortal Names, and 
the valiant Armies of the Powers whom they ſerve, to great Uncer- 
tainties. The ſtrong Towns of Arras, Ipres, Conde, Valenciennes, and 
many others are on their way. They have Woods and Defiles to paſs, 
and may expect to meet with as many Lines and Intrenchments to fight 
their way thro as the Armies of France are able to caſt up, Suppo- 
ſing the French retire before us, they will be ſure to lay the Conntry 
waſt ; ſo that we can expect little or no Proviſions, but what muſt be 


. ſent after us from our own Conqueſts, where a good number of 


Troops muſt be left for the Security of our Convoys from the At- 
tempts of the Gariſons in our Rear. | 

But ſuppoſing all things to go on that ſide as well as we can in reaſon 
have any ground to hope for ; That our Army penetrates a great way 
into the Enemies Territories, and is in no want of Neceſlaries and 
Proviſions there; Picardy is not a Country we have, reaſon to expect 


many Friends in: And as for the other Provinces of France which 


may be more fayourably inclin'd towards us, they will hardly venture 
to give us any great Mark of their Friendſhip as long as the King's 
Army is between ours and them; except we had on ſome other ſide 
a force to which they might have recourſe in caſe of need. | 
As to the Objection of weakning the Duke of Marlborough's Army, 
I anſwer in the firſt Place, That if proper Meaſures be taken to pro- 
poſe effectually the Thing to other Powers, we need not be alone in 
the Undertaking: Nor are we under any neceſſity of weakning much 


our Army in Flanders for ſuch an Expedition, But if we did draw off | 


a few Battalions from thence, and if they be imploy'd in a proper 
Place, they will infallibly make ſuch a Diverſion as will oblige the 
French to detach at leaſt twice the Number from their Army. 

Beſides that, *tis very well known that there are ſome Hundreds of 
French Officers in London and on the Eſtabliſhment in Ireland, who 
would be glad of being imploy'd that way: Nor is it to be doubted, 
but they might find a good number of their young Countrymen now 
in her Majeſty's Dominions, who would be ready to follow them in 
ſuch an Expedition, G 2 HY I 
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EF know that to this it will be objected, That the ſmall Succefs the 
French Officers had in their laſt Levies here, ſeems not to give us great 
ground to hope for any mighty Number now. But if it be conſider'd 

how miſerably the Refugees have been diſappointed in their Hopes 
and ExpeQations during the = and the preſent War, we will find 


that they had ſome reaſon to be ſhy of engaging themſelves, without 
being well aſſur'd of the Service they were to be imploy'd in. 

They were big with the Expectation, That the Proteſtant Princes 
concern'd in the laſt War would have ſtipulated for their Reſtabliſh- 
ment at the Treaty of Reſwick, I cannot doubt of King William's 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Intereſt, but many Circumſtances concur'd to 
force him then to wave that Article, The D. of Savoy had relinquiſh'd 
the Alliance, The Emperor's War with the Turks, added to the ordi- 
nary dilatorineſs cf the German Nation, render'd the Aſſiſtance of the 
Empire very precarious. The feeble Adminiſtration of Spain had ex- 
pos'd that Monarchy to the greateſt Dangers. Barcelona was taken, 


and almoſt all Catalonia was reduc'd. In the Low Countries, Mons. Charle- 


roy, Acth, and ſeveral other of the Spaniſh Towns were fallen into 
the French Hands, In America they had plunder'd Carthagena, Some 
of the Towns in Holland began to flag, and King William well re- 
membred the fatal Effects of the French Intrigues with ſome: of the 
Dutch Magiſtrates at the Treaty of Nimeguen. His own Title to the 
Crown of Fritain had not been acknowledg'd by the French; and he 


had Enemies not a few to ſtruggle with at home. He knew what a 


precarious State the King of Spain's Health was In at that time, and 
perhaps he did not care to deprive himſelf and his Allies of the Ser- 
vice of the French Refugees that were in their Armies, in the War 
which no doubt he foreſaw would again break out upon the Catholick 
King's Death. And for theſe, amongſt other Reaſons, it may be be- 
liev'd that the Intereſt of that People was overlook'd, | 

Upon the InſurreQion of the People of the Sevennes, the Marquiſs 
of Miremont had: a Commiſſion to raiſe Men (as was ſuppos'd) for 
their Aſſiſtance, The French Youth did then voluntarily offer the 
Queen their Services in great Numbers and with great Alacrity; 
But that Project being afterwards Jaid aſide, ſuch of the young Sparks 
as had left their Maſters to go to the War, met with ſuch ſurly Enter- 
tainment upon their Return, and had run themſelves ſo far behind 
hand for want of Work when their Pay ceas'd, that they were a- 
fraid to venture their Fortunes any more upon that bottom : And that 
was the reaſon that the laſt Levies went ſo ſlowly on. Lk 

But were that People well aſſur'd that any thing would be ſet on 
foot for the Intereſt of their Church, 1 dare venture to affirm, not 


only 


o 
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only that a good number of their Youth would chearfully lift them- 
ſelyes, but that ſuch of them as are in good Circumſtances would con- 
tribute conſiderable Sums of Mony towards the Expedition, and 'the. 
pooreſt Widow of them all would caſt in her willing Mite. Of this. 


I dare ſpeak the more poſitively, as being particularly acquainted with 
the Temper and Inclinations of that People. | 

- Beſides the Difficultys and Uncertainty of - penetrating into France. 
by the way of Picardy, the new Combuſtions in the North which ſeem- 
to look with a dangerous Aſpet on the Confederates, do afford us 
joſt ground to apprehend the further Continuation of this deſtructive. 
War. The World, I ſuppoſe, is already ſufficiently ſenſible of the 
Prejudice the Allies have ſuſtain'd by the Northern War, when AMuſ- 
covy, and Poland only were concern'd. With how much: more rea- 
ſon then may we be alarm'd, when the King of Denmark has already 
commenc'd Hoſtilities, and Pruſſia in all appearance is determin'd to 
follow his Example? But, what is yet more to be dreaded than all the 
reſt ; If the haughty Temper of the King of Sweden ſhould induce: 
him to enter into ſuch meaiureswith the Turks, as might incline them 
to attempt the Recovery of the Territories they loſt in their laſt 
War with the Emperor, they might, in conjunction with the Hunga- 
rians, make ſuch a terrible Diverſion on that ſide as might prove fatal 
to the whole Confederacy. , We have already had repeated Advices. 
of the. Warlike Preparations that are making at Conſtantinople, which- 
tho they are ſuppos'd to be only intended againſt the Muſcovites, yet 
even in that Caſe, conſidering the preſent State of all the Northern Prin- 
ces, it may draw the War into the Empire on another ſide, while the 
Pruſſians carry on their Deſigns in Pomerania. From all which the: 
French hope to draw ſuch Advantages, as have more embolden'd them ö 
to continue obſtinate, than their Succeſs in Germany, and the ſmall 5 
Progreſs of King Charles and the Duke of Savoy this Campaign in Spain. 
and Italy. | ; | | 

Nor Thall I be at all diſcourag'd from-making this Propoſal, by the: 

Conſideration of an injurious Suggeſtion that has been made by thoſe 
who meaſure the more elevated Genius of noble Perſons by the Com- 
paſs of their own narrow Spirits: As if no Project of this Nature, 
however rational, could meet with any Countenance at this Court; It 
being (ſay they) likely that his Grace the D. of Marlborough will oppoſe 
it, as well becauſe (to them) it ſeems his Intereſt to continue the War, as. 
becauſe he would not be willing to ſhare the Glory of ending it with, 
another, nor care that any thing conſiderable tending thereunto- 
ſhould be atchiey'd by any body but himſelf. 


— 
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So great a Hero, rais'd up by God Almighty to be the Champion of 
his Country and the Deliverer of Nations, cannot without the ut- 
moſt Preſumption be ſuppos'd deſtitute of thoſe brighter Notions of 
true Honour, which will incline him to trample on ſuch mean Conſi- 
derations whereof inferior Souls may be ſuſceptible. The high At- 
chievements of the PRINCE AND DUKE OF MARLBEO- 
ROUGH, haverais'd his Fame ſo far beyond Expreſſion, that he can 
never entertain a Thought of ſtaining it, with any thing that may ſa- 
your of Jealouſy or Envy, And who is the Man that he can look upon as 
bis Rival in Martial Fame e The cordial Agreement which has always 
united him ſo firmly to his glorious Companion in Arms and Toils, 
the truly Heroic PRINCE EUGENXME., is a ſufficient Demonſtration 
that thoſe Great Souls are far above ſuch abſurd Politicks: The 
vaſt Eſtate of which his Grace is now poſſeſs d, and the glorious Par- 
liamentary Rewards beſtow'd on him for his Services, have put him ſo 
far above the Temptation of prolonging the War in conſideration of 
the Advantages he may reap that way, that it is unreaſonable to be- 
lieve him capable of ſuch a Deſign. And beſides all that, his con- 
ſenting to the Preliminary Treaty and to that other ſupercilious Pro- 
poſal of the French at the Siege of Tournay, do viſibly ſhew that he 
fights with ſo much Bravery and Vigour for no other end but to pro- 
cure an honourable, ſafe and laſting Peace. The attacking of ſuch a 
nutnerous Army in ſuch a Poſt as the French were poſſeſs'd of at the 
Battel of Mons, does not beſpeak him inclin*d to continue the War; 
and the renewing after ſuch a Battle the Siege of ſuch a Place, which 
at once opens and ſecures a Paſſage into the Enemies Country, is a viſi- 
ble Proof of his Intentions to oblige them to a ſpeedy Compliance. 
From all which it is very viſible, that his Grace is no leſs ambitious of 
the Title of the Hero of the Peace, than he has deſerv'd the Character 

of the Hero of the War. 9 8 | | 
But theſe indirect Inſinuations muſt not be wonder'd at, if it be con- 
ſider'd that they are owing to that Set of Men who leave nothing un- 
attempted, which, as they apprehend, may tend to the leſſening of 
the Reſpect that is due to the Government or any concern'd in 
it. Tis they that exclaim againſt the Juſt and well-deſerv'd Rewards 
that have been given to that Noble General. Tho let us but conſider 
the Condition that we now are in, and compare it with the Circumſtan- 
ces in which we {tood ia the beginning of the War, nay in which we 
ſtood in 1704. when the Empire was almoſt loſt; and then let it be 
told me whether all the Gratifications given the Duke of Marlborough 
and his Family, ſurpaſs his Merits, and whether the Nation wou'd 
not willingly have contracted with any body (if it had been — the 
ower 
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Power of any Mortal to perform ſuch a Contract) for a Million or two 
of Mony, beſides what it has coſt us, to purchaſe thoſe glorious 
ViQories, and conquer thoſe Provinces and Cities, of which, by the 
Bleſſing of God on the great Vigilance and prudent Conduct of that 
General, weare now become Maſters. 

L will not enlarge the bonnds of this Diſcourſe with a tedious Enu- 
meration of the Advantages an Invader always has (when he gets any 
footing) over the Prince whoſe Territories he invades ; eſpecially if 
there is any reaſon to believe that the People may be inclinable to a 
Revolt. The Invader's Army is a Refuge for the Malecontents. The 
Contributions rais'd in Mony and Proviſions are a clear Loſs to the Ene- 
my, as well as the Devaſtations that neceſſarily attend a War: And, 
which would be moſt of all conſiderable in the preſent Circumſtances 
of the French Monarchy, ſuch an Invaſion would intirely ſpoi! their 
Trade, ſtop the Circulation of Mony, and render it abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible tolevy their Taxes, which the poor People, who in that Country 
bear the far greateſt ſhare of them, would never be able to pay, while 
the Rich ſhut up their Purſes; as they would undoubtedly keep their 
Mony in their own hands, as the moſt portable and leaſt incumbring 
Commodity on ſuch occaſions. And as for the Publick Credit, it could 
not fail of being intirely ſunk. 

Of this I believe there is no body who will doubt, if it be conſider'd 
what an unhappy Influence the bare Apprehenſton of the Enemies late 
Attempt upon Scotland had upon our Affairs, and what a damp it caſt 
upon the Reputation of our publick Funds, which are eſtabliſh'd on 
another bottom than thoſe of France; the fatal Effects of which upon 
the Nation's Trade in general, I believe moſt Dealers of any thought 

are ſufficiently ſenſible of to this very day. 

How much greater Confuſion muſt then be oceaſion'd in France by a 
Deſcent into that Kingdom? Or can it be doubted that the leaſt Ad- 
vantage obtain'd by our Troops, or the ſurprizing of the moſt incon- 
ſiderable Fort upon their Coaſts would go near to overturn their Go- 
vernment at once? | Ee | 

It may perhaps be urg'd, that ſuch an Expedition might be attended 
with many Dangers and Difficulties, and that the late Diſaſter of the 
King of Sweden, ſo recent in our Memory, ought to make us well con- 
{ſider the Conſequences of ſuch an Attempt, before we go upon it. 

Why truly I never heard that any thing could be undertaken in War 
without ſome danger. But if the Advantage that probably may attend 
the Succeſs be ſuch. as may be worth the running of the hazard, I 
think we ſhould not he dete1'd from it on that account. The King of 
Sweden indeed has loſt his Army, but moſt People (nay his own on. 

| | rals 
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als) think he has no body to blame for it but himſelf. But our Caſe is 
very much different from his, nor are we under any neceſſity of expo- 


ſing our ſelves to ſo many Dangers. His Swediſh Majeſty's Expedition 
into uſcovy has not (that | can think of) any Precedent in Hiſtory, 
but that of the Irruption of Alexander the Great into the vaſt Empire 


of Perſia nor will that come up to it either, if all Circumſtafices be 


duly conſider'd. 3 1 
Alexander was encourag?d to undertake the War againſt the Perſians, 


by a Man whom he ſaw in a Viſion, inviting him into Aſia with pro- 


miſe of the Perſian Empire. And when he march'd to Jeruſalem with 
a deſign to beſiege it, and beheld the High-Prieſt who went out in his 
Pontifical Garments, attended with a great number of the People in 
White; he proſtrated himſelf before him, declaring that he was the 
Man he had ſeen in his Dream, Upon which the Pontiff further encon- 
rag'd the King in his Expedition, by ſhewing him what was foretold 
concerning him by the Prophet Daniel. Whereupon that Conqueror, 
having gratify'd the Jews with all the Favours they deſir'd, departed very 
Joyful from Jeruſalem. So that it being plain that Alexander was rais'd 
up by God for the Deſtruction of that great Empire which was ſub- 
verted by him ; we need not be ſo curious about the other Motives of 
his Expedition. And yet I believe, that till the World began to be 
aſtoniſh'd with the Succeſs, which undoubtedly ſhut the mouths of the 
Gainſayers, the Politicians of that Age were ſurpriz'd at the Boldneſs 
of the Undertaking. 

And if Circumftances be further compar'd, he had much greater 
Advantages on his fide, and not ſo many Difficulties to overcome in 
his War with Darius, as his Swediſh Majeſty has met with in his Invaſion 


of Muſcovy. 


I believe it will be on all hands allow'd, that the Macedonians, as 
War was manag'd in thoſe days, were at leaſt as much ſuperiour to 
the Perſians, as the Swedes were at the beginning of this War to the 
Mu ſcovites: And how far the latter are improv'd ſince, the Swediſh 
Generals now in Muſcovy can give the beſt account. | 

Darius was an effeminate helpleſs Monarch, drown'd in Luxury, ener- 
vated with Idleneſs, and utterly unacquainted with the Affairs of War. 
His Czariſh Majeſty is known to be a Prince of a great and aſpiring 
Soul, emulous of Glory, of a curious and active Temper, and every 
way qualify'd for warlike Exerciſes. 

The Czar has a good number of able and experienc'd Generals, and 
inferiour Officers about him, who do readily aſſiſt him not only with 
their Perſons in the War, but with their Advice and Counſel in all his 
urgent Affairs. They concur'd with him, that in the Circumſtances 

| in 
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in which he then was, it would be better to imitate the Conduct of the 
greateſt Generals of Greece and Rome, who never were for venturing 
much againſt a deſperate Enemy, who might be ruin'd with more ſecu- 
rity by the Neceſſities occaſion'd by their own Temerity. And there- 
fore inſtead of venturing his All (as Darius did) againſt an inveterate 
and victorious Army, his Czari/h Majeſty wiſely retreated before them, 
till he had drawn them into the Toils, from which all their ſo much 
vaunted Bravery and Policy could not bring them out. 

The Hope of acquiring Glory is a ſufficient Incentive to Great and 
Generous Souls to wreſtle with Miſeries and Difficulties ; yet I believe 
the Hope of Profit and Advancement adds Vigour to the Courage of 
many Brave Men, who might not perhaps be ſo very ambitious of bar- 
ren Glory, if there were no other Encouragement attending it. And 
as for the common Soldiers, every body knows that few of them fight 
for any thing but their certain Pay, and the Hope of uncertain Plun- 
der. There was no Encouragement of this nature wanting to all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men in Alexander's Army. They all knew that 
the Empire and Riches of the Eaſtern World were to be the Reward 
of their Labours, The Generals knew they ſhould be their Maſter's 
Deputies in the Government of the many Kingdoms that were before 
them; and nota Man in the Army was without hopes of bettering his 
private Fortunes: Nor were they at all deceiv'd in their Expectations. 
They ſerv'd a Maſter that could puniſh when occaſion was; but they 
were not ignorant that he was the moſt liberal Prince that ever 
breath'd, and that his Rewards were GREAT like himſelf, 

Nothing of all this was to be expected in Auſcovy, where the Vic- 
tors would have met with little worth the carrying away. And if they 
had, I believe the Men of Fortune would not have been a great deal 
the richer, The Swediſh Princes have always improv'd their Armies more 
by the Rigour of their Diſcipline than by their Liberality. In ſhort, I 
think it may ſafely be concluded, That the immoderateand over-ſtrain'd 
Attempt of the Swedes againſt Muſcouy, ought not in any manner to 
diſcourage us from invading France with more precaution. 

That it has always been thought good Policy to invade an Enemy's 
Country, whenever it could be done with any reaſonable proſpe& of 
Succeſs ; and that ſuch Attempts have been attended with the greateſt 
Advantages that could be propos'd by them, might be irrefragably 

rov'd by innumerable Examples in antient and modern Hiſtory. 1 
mall inſtance but in a few particulars. 

When Rome and Carthage were both arriv'd to ſo great a height of 

Power and Glory, that each look'd on the other as their only Obſtacle 


to the Empire of the World ; the ambitious Romans, who never would 
H begin 
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F begin a War, however much inclin'd to it, without ſome pretence of 

Reaſon, ſtir'd up ſome of their neighbouring IHanders, who. were ſub- 
ject to the Carthagini ans, to complain of their Maſters and turn muti- 
nous: And then under pretence of giving a charitable Aſſiſtance to 
thoſe they call'd their oppreſſed Neighbours, who they ſaid had deſir'd 
their ProteQion, they began the firſt Punick War : In which tho they 
were the unjuſt Aggreſſors (that the Decrees of Heaven might be ful- 
fil'd) they came off with the advantage, and had Sicily and Sardinia for 
the Reward of their unwarrantable Ambition, . 

The Great Hannibal was from his Infancy devoted by his Father (and 
by Providence) to be the Scourge of Rome. As ſoon as he had got him- 
ſelf ſettled in the Command of the Army then in Spain, he reſolv'd to 
revenge his Country of the Romans z and to pick a quarrel, he laid 
fiege to Saguntum, a Town under the Protection of the Roman Com- 
monwealth, pretending it lay in his way, and was neceſſary for the Se- 
curity of the Cartbaginian Provinces thereabout; and. ſaying, That the 
Inhabitants had diſpleasd bim, & c. The only Precedent I know for 
the modern French way of beginning a War without declaring it, or 
giving any other reaſon for it, but that of their King's good Plea- 
ſure, that ſuch and ſuch Powers have incur'd his Majeſty's Indignation, 
la Gloire du Roy, &c. 2 | 5 
Ihe Romans ſent Ambaſſadors to his Camp, but the General was ſo 
much taken up with other Affairs, that he had not leiſure for ſuch Tri- 
fles. ——Juſt the French way of admitting the Dutch Deputies; who 
after many days Attendance, had honour enough it ſeems done them, 
to be told by one of the mighty Monarch's Miniſters, That his great 
Maſter was reſolv'd to keep what he had taken (a great part of their 
Country) and wanted to know what Terms they expected for the reſt. 
The Roman Ambaſladors went to Carthage to demand Satisfaction 

of the Senate; where not being much regarded, they very formally 
declar'd War. 

The Carthaginians were Maſters at Sea, and their Armies were then 
in Spain, where Hannibal knew they muſt have fought long enough be- 
fore they could have brought the Quarrel to an Iſſue. He therefore re- 
ſolv'd to lay the Axe to the Root; and ſo having tranſported his Army 
into Italy, brought Rome to the very brink of Deſtruction, and might 
have ruin'd their Empire, if after the Battle of Cannæ (where he 
kill'd 52000 Romans, with one of their Conſuls) he had march'd di- 
rectly to the Capitol. He maintain'd himſelf however at their coſt 
{ixteen years in the heart of Itah, and could never have been forc'd 
to relinquiſh it, if the Great Scipio Africanus had not by the ſame Po- 
licy projected, and in a little time effected the utter Ruin of Caribage, 


by 
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by cartying the War into the Neighbonrhood of that City: where- 
by he at once deliver'd the Romans from ſuch a terrible Enemy in their 
boſom, and enabled them to apply all their Strength to the African War, 
by obliging the Cartbagmians to recal Hamibal to the Aſſiſtance of their 
diſtreſs'd Country. 
Queen Elizabeth weaken'd the King of Spain more by taking Cadiz, 
than if ſhe had maintain'd 20000 Men againſt him in the Low Countries. 
Guſtavus Adolpbus reduc'd the Power of the greateſt Emperor of the 
Auſtrian Race, ſince Charles V. by carrying the War into the heart of 
Germany, tho with a very ſmall Army: And his Succeſſor, the preſent 
King of Sweden, had never been able to force the King of Poland to 
reſign that Crown, if he had not ſtruck at his very Intrails by inva- 
ding Saxony. And what honourable Terms might he have made with 
the Czar of Muſcovy to the great advantage of Sweden, if he could 
have been perſuaded to moderate his Revenge; which render'd him 
ſo obſtinate and ſo inſenſible of his Danger, that inſtead of reap- 
ing the advantageous Fruits with which his ſucceſsful Progreſs in 24uſ- 
covy might have crown'd his Arms, he loſt his Army, and ſuffer'd in 
his Glory, by an Action whereby he expected to have rais'd it to the 
higheſt pitch. a 


Neſeia Mens bominum fati, ſortiſque future, 
Et ſervare Modum, rebus ſubiata ſecundis. 


It has always been the Policy of France to carry the War into their 
Enemies Country; and altho they be infinitely inferior to the Allies by 
Sea, ſuch an Opinion have they of the good effects of an Invaſion, that 
they would certainly have landed their Troops laſt year, if our Fleet 
had not prevented them.. And as we have, I hope, no reaſon to be 
apprehenſive of their Strength at Sea, if we will be at the pains to 
exert our own ; Ithink we ſhould endeayour to try the experiment 

with them, which they were ſo lately about to put in practice againſt us. 
Il will not here take notice of any of the private Reaſons which 
might be alledg'd for encouraging us in ſuch an Enterprize. It is not 
| Poſſible that fo rigorous an Adminiſtration, ſuch long and groundleſs 
Wars, and ſuch heavy Taxes in the midſt of fo great Miſery, ſhould 
not make many Malecontents. As dreadful as their Puniſhment is 
there, we have had many publick and certain Accounts of Inſurrections 
in ſeveral Provinces and Places; as Rovergne, Grenoble, Lyons and elſe- 
where. Nay of late, at Paris it ſelf, under the very eye of the Court, 
the mighty Monarch's own Lieutenant did hardly eſcape the Fury of 
the enraged People with his Life. | 

H 2 Now 
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as Arbitrary as at Conſtantinople, ſome of the People are come to that 
extremity as to deſpiſe Gallies, Racks and Wheels; what Numbers 
may we ſuppoſe to be in the ſame Sentiments, and what might we not 
expect from a Nation ſo juſtly exaſperated, if . 

the opportunity, which it is in our power to give them, of recovering 
that antient Gallick Liberty wbich they have now too dearly paid for 
the loſs of, ever to ſuffer themſelyes to be trick'd out of it again: 


and which would be to us their Deliverers perhaps the only certain | 


Pledg of our future Security and Repoſe ? | wal eee 
Io expect that the People without any foreign Aid ſhould take up 
Arms for the Recovery of their Liberty, is to believe them Madmen. 
I hope no body will deny that. the Majority of the People of England 
was ſufficiently weary of the Yoke of K. James's Adminiſtration ; yet 
never heard that after Monmouth's death any body offer'd to ſtir 
till the Prince of Orange was landed, nor for ſome days after. So un- 
willing are all Men to expoſe themſelves to a terrible and a cruel 
Death, without ſome reaſonable ground to hope that they may better 
their. Condition : Which the People of France, however much inclin'd 
to it, will hardly be able to accompliſh of themſelves, but might eaſi- 
ly do it with ſome ſmall Aſſiſtance from their Neighbours : Which 1 
think, were there no other Motive to prompt us to it, and tho it were 
not ſo viſibly as it is our Intereſt, yet are we oblig'd by the common 
Ties of Humanity, much more in Chriſtian Charity, and in Gratitude 
for our own late Deliverance from the like impending Miſeries by ſuch 
a ſeaſonable and unexpected Succour, to ſtretch forth our helping Hand 
to our unfortunate Brethren ; who, I am perſuaded, would receive 
us with as much Joy and Satisfaction as his late Majeſty K. William was 


receiv'd here. | 


It will perhaps be ſaid, as I have heard it objected by ſome who 
have, Idoubt, more Tenderneſs for France than is well conſiſtent with 
the Character of a right old Eng liſhman; That the reducing of that 
Kingdom ſo low is the high way to expoſe once more the Fate of all 


Europe to the Ambition of the Houſe of Auſtria, by which France about 


an Age ago, even with the Aſſiſtance of Britain and Holland, could 
ſcarce ſave her ſelf from being ſwallow'd up. 


Why truly I do very well know that time was when France was the 
Bulwark of Europe againſt Pbilip II. aſſiſted by the Emperor his Coufin ; 
and for that reaſon I ſhall never deſire the Fall of the French Monar- 
chy, but only wiſh for the Reduction of it to a more Chriſtian State. 
It is far from being our Intereſt to have France quite deſtroy'd, but it 
will always be our Glory to ſay either to France or Spain, Hitberto 


ſhalt 


Now if in the very Centre of à Nation, where tho Government is 
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ſbalt thou. come, and no Further. And if we did above a hundred years 
ago bring Spain to reaſon, and have by God's Grace bumbled Fance 
a little now; what ſhould hinder us to help France when ſhe ſhall ſtand 
in need of us, another time? But Pm of opinion, that will not be 
very, ipeedlly..2 e n rt ting | 
It were to be wiſh'd that the Gentlemen who are now ſo full of 
Foreſight, and ſo very apprehenſive of the bare Poſſibility of a remote 
Danger, had been as willing as they were then able to have prevented 
the Calamities of theſe twenty Years laſt paſt; of which tho they 
themſelves were the Authors, by adviſing the Court to ſacrifice the 
Empire, Spain, Holland, Our Selves, and in ſhort all Europe, to the pre- 
vailing Cannons and Piſtoles of Lewis XIV. in 1667, 1668, 1672, 1678, 
and 1684. they do now exclaim againſt the late and the preſent Admi- 
niſtration, for unneceſlarily (as they ſay) exhauſting the Blood and 
Treaſure of the Nation, in a neceſſary War which they themſelves 
have entail'd upon us. 

The Conſtitution of the Empire is ſuch, and ſome Princes that are 
Members of it are now become ſo powerful, that there is no human 
Probability that the Emperors of the Auſtrian Race will ever be able 
to endanger the Liberties of Europe. | | 

Suppoſing Spain ſhou'd have a Succeſlion of the moſt active Heroes in 
nature to govern her, it will take many years to enable her to ſubſiſt 
by her own Strength, and clear her Incumbrances, if Philip be diſpoſ- 
ſeſs'd of his Throne. And. if one method be taken, which cer- 
tainly we may take at this time, it will always be in our power to keep 
her within bounds. | | ce | 
We, I ſuppoſe, will readily conſent for our own ſakes, that the 
Dutch ſhall gariſon the Spaniſh Towns in their Neighbourhood in the 
Low Countries, which we expect for a Barrier. They will not certainly 
think it much, that we ſhouꝰd put Briti/b Gariſons in Cadiz, Gibraltar, 
Port Mahon, &c. this to be done at the expence of the Spaniards, 
ſaving to the Catbolick King, if you pleaſe, the Sovereignty and Rega- 
lities of theſe Places. A thing which I think. K. Charles can't well re- 
faſe us with a good Grace, and which he does not ſeem to be in a con- 
dition to deny us if he would. . | 

Ay but this may in time raiſe a War between us and Spain, for the 
Recovery of theſe Towns, 575 
If it does, it muſt be a Naval War, and I don't ſee what we can 
loſe by it;, nor doubt but the Reputation that ſuch a War would give us 
in Italy, and the Enlargement of our Trade, would ſufficiently anſwer 
the Charge. As for the three Towns mention'd, I have been told, 
they might be ſo fortify'd, we being Maſters of the Sea, that they 


- 
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might be made (not as Zifle and Tourney, really Impregnable. \ 
Add to this, Fhat by gariſoning thoſe Places oe oat for ever pre- 
ſerve, at the expence of Foreigners, a Nurſery of Land-Forces ; by 
which, without endangering the Peoples Liberties, we ſhould not be 
left fo unprepar'd for encountering an Enemy in any ſudden War, as 
- were by the Policy of ſome of our good Friends at the beginning 
of this. | nee en en 
And now this Diſcourſe being already brought to a greater length 
than I propos'd when I undertook it, 1 will not enlarge it by a number 
of Arguments to ſupport any thing that I have ſaid, It ſuffices that I 
have hinted at thoſe things, of which I thought it might not be amiſs 
to put thoſe in mind who are better able to improve my Refle&ions. 
It were tempting of Heaven, to expect ſuch another Series of Mira- 
cles for our Deliverance, as it has pleas'd God to work for ns theſe 
twenty years paſt. Our Enemy 1s by the Goodneſs of God brought to 
ſo great ſtraits, as'tis in vain for him any longer to diſſemble. All the 
Power of France durſt not ſo much as attempt to raiſe the tedious 
Siege of Liſte, nor give the Beſiegers any great Uneaſineſs. After they 
had with their uſual Fraud and Faithleſneſs endeavour'd to amuſe us 
with a Treaty, in order either to create jealouſies amongſt us or re- 
tard our Preparations, and given us another proof of their irreclaim- 
able Inclination to trick and ſham at the Siege of Tournay ; they let 
that other Key of their Country fall quietly into our hands. And 
having afterwards made a Bravado, as if they would have fairly en- 
gag'd our Army, much weaken'd by ſuch a deſtructive Siege, when we 
had beat their ſuperiour Numbers out of a Poſt which if they had not 
believ'd Impregnable, they had never ſtaid our coming to chaſe them 


out of it; they durſt not think of making the leaſt Attempt to relieve 


the Capital City of the Province of Hainault, and Seat of their Ally 
and Governour of their Low Countries, the late Elector of Bavaria. 
They have loſt the beſt of their Generals, their Armies are diſpirited, 
their People diſcontented, the Poor in the greateſt Miſery, and the Rich 
in the greateſt perplexity. Their Trade is interrupted by Sea (except 
to Spain and its Dependencies) and their Harveſt and Vintage have been 
very bad theſe two years paſt; the Royal Treaſury is long ago ex- 
hauſted, the Crown conſiderably in debt, and their Credit in general 
ſunk at home and abroad. To make a Peace with them now, without ſuch 
Terms as we find that haughty Monarch is abſolutely reſolv'd not to 
conſent to, is to-profane the Goodneſs of God in throwing away and 
deſpiſing his Mercies, The Continuance of the War a little longer, 
will by God's Bleſſing make us our ſelves the abſolute Maſters of the 
Terms of Peace. And therefore whatever the Hardſhips of it may be, 

we 
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we-ſhould-eadure them with Chearfulneſs, as the Forerunners of a 
long and certain Peace. That unhappy ;People pays much dearer 
for a War that compleats their Ruin, than we do for the ſame War, 
without which our Deſtruction could not have been prevented, Let 
us then imitate their Patience, and the nnſhaken Conſtancy and 
Firmneſs of the reſt of our Allies, who are refdlv'd to ſtand it out 
to the laſt Extremity; and never conſent, to any Peace with the 
Common Enemy, till a-more real and effectual Security be obrain'd 
for the Preſervation of it, than that of the Faith and Honour of the 
Moſt Chriſtian King, which he has ever made ſubſervient to his Inte- 
reſt, or rather to his Ambition, 

could furniſh out of the moſt authentick Annals of France, avery 
remarkable Precedent for ſuch a Peace as is to be defir'd ; which was 
devis'd by a French Prince nearly felated' to the Crown, who being 
better acquainted than a Stranger with the Genius and Conſtitution of 
his Country, was. beſt able to contrive ſuch binding Clanſes as he 
thought would render the Peace inviolable, That Treaty muſt be 
allow'd to be an invincible Argument of the Neceſſity of my Propo- 
ſal to reſtore the Privileges of the Princes, Nobles, States and People 
of France, without which it is not poſſible to have the only valuable 
Security for ſuch a Treaty. The Thing was thus. 

John (ſirnam'd without Fear) Son to Philip the firſt Duke of Bar- 
gundy of the Race of Yalots, had enter'd into an Alliance with Hen- 
Y. Kiog of England, whom he had aſliſted in the Conqueſt of a 
great part of France, which oblig'd the Dauphin Charles, Son to 
Charles VI. to retire into the Province of Berry, and thence further 
into the Heart of the Kingdom. That Prince looking upon his Cou- 
ſin the Duke of Burgundy as the Author of his Misfortunes, was pre- 
vail'd upon by thoſe who were about him, to deſire an Interview with 
the Duke; who coming to meet the Dauphin at Aontereau, Was, by 
Tanneguy du Chaſtel and others, murder'd in the Dauphin's Pre- 


ſence. Upon which his Son Philip the Good having for ſeveral years 


proſecuted the War, in revenge of his Father's Blood, with a great 
deal of Vigour ; after the Dauphin was come to the Crown, being 
TROUBLED IN His Cos cIEN CE tor the Death of that Prince, 
he delir'd earneſtly a Peace and Friend ſhip with his Son. Their Am- 
baſſadors met in the beginning of July, and concluded in the end of 
Septemb, following, in the year 143 5. the memorable Treaty of Arras, 
which was {worn and ratify'd by the King at Tours che 19th, of De- 
cember In which there are many Paſſages worthy the Obſervation. ot 
the Powers now at War with France. © 0 et NO a, 
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- Beſides the Uneaſlaeſt of. his! al | 
by ſeveral other Motivesltruly Plots; Olorious and Royal; and well 
becoming the Heroic Majeſty bf. a King df that Great people, to con- 
clude. a peace with the Duke of Hurgundy. For the Hiſtorians of 
that Age obſerve, That altho he had hefore rais'd the Siege of Or- 
leans, regain'd a great part of the Towns and Places poſſeſsd by the 
Engliſh, and was firmly eſtabliſn'd' in his Kingdotfi, - yet-foreſecing that 
be could not ſupport the Charge of ſo great a Na, with the Engliſm and 
Burgundians, without much endangering and aggrieving his Peo- 
ple, and being unwilling to remain under any hard Opinion with- 
out Safety * or Repoſe, he prefer'd the Benefit and Advantage of 
his Subjects to all other Conſiderations,” Sc. And indeed that he 
was a Prince of much Moderation, does ſufficiently appear from ma- 
ny other Circumſtances of his Life, and patticularly from the large 
Offers he made in the Minority of Henry VI. for obtaining a Peace 
with England; which being rejected with Scorn, he did afterwards 
obtain much better Terms with his Sword. | Aa | 

In the Preamble of that Treaty he makes a moſt humble and re- 
ligious Acknowledgment. of the Power of Almighty God in theſe 
words: Tuz MOST GTORHOUS KinG or KINGS, GoD ouR 
CREATOR BY WHOM WE LIVE AND REIGN, AND OF WHOM 
ALONE WE HOLD OuR KINO DO Mu, Cc. A Sentence truly moſt 


Chriſtian and Heroick, which may cover with Confuſion the Authors 


as well as the great Abettor of the arrogant Titles aſcrib'd by his 
infamous Flatterers to the preſent French King, tho he comes far be- 
hind the Virtues of that his noble Predeceſſor, whom (in recompence 
of his Piety) God did very wonderfully ſupport and bleſs in all his 
undertakings, s. ene | 

In the firſt Article it was agreed, That the King ſhould ſay or cauſe 
to be ſaid to Monſieur the Duke of Burgundy, by Perſons ſufficiently im- 


power d for that purpoſe, That the Death of Monſieur the late Duke John 


of Burgundy his Father (whom God abſolve) was unjuſtly and wickedly 
atchiev'd by thoſe-who perpetrated the ſame, and by evil Counſel, and that 


— AO 
(2 —! * — — 


—— 


—— — — — — _ I FE, - 


— 


* The words Saluſt and Repos, here sd in the Original, may as well be taken in 4 
Spiritual Senſe as otherwiſe, and ſeem to be intended ſo ; and then the meaning will be, 
That the King being at the le of David) jo deeply affected in his Mind with the 
ſenſe of his Guilt, that doubting of his Salvation, and having no Reſt, he was &c. 
Oh when ſhall the preſent French King be ſo religibuſly and penitentially affected for the 
innumerable Miſeries with which he has loaded his unhappy People, and for the Sea of in- 
m—_— with which he has defil'd as well his own Kingdom, as all the Countries round 
about him mo 
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tice diventdiove Mardepers.- 7H 090 7 | TEEN; 
Hauer M. ine King offers ro fund and ind, at bis ohn Expente, A 
pevpernnt *Chappel in the Church r Momereau (che Place where the 
Duke was murderd) for daily Maſt of Requiem Far the Soul of the 
Duke of Burgundy, and the Souls of all others that had loſt their Lives by 
e DH and Wars of the Kingdom : the Collation of the Benefict to 

ng v che Owe of Birrgand y, and bis Suecefſors, rn. * 
r VE" HEObNPes Merfelf ro build and indve 4 Convent in the 
ron ot Neigübeurfhoed ef Ante ns. 


e e Be probe to for vp x fn. Crueifix upon the Btidg of 
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| Chr of one df the Rengidus Orders of Dijon, the Capital City of 
Fe Bunty, AN theſe Gondeſcenſtons ate great Marks of that Prince's 


Piety and Repentance for his Gilt. x 
Art. IX. He þfotdiles to pay to che Duke''a great Sum of Mony, 


Art. 1 

and withal Rives to that Printe his Action and Suit againſt thoſe whe 

dad taken, or then were polled of nis Father's fine Collar, Walch 

vis of very rear Vaoee . 

From chene to the 34th, thete is nothing but Ceſſions and Decla- 
tations of the Towns, Provinces and Places, which the King makes 
over for Satisfaction to the Duke of Busgundy; us the City and Coun 

ty of 'Maſtoh, the Towns and Caſtellakies of Ba, on the Schur, "the 
Abby of Lixeul, the Towns and Caſtellanjes of Peron, Mondi dir. 
and Roye, 14000 Livres annually ariſing out of the Province of A.- 
tots, the Towns on the River of Somme, and the County of Ponthien; 
the County of - Boulogn on the Bea, and ſeveral other Places. 
By the twd following Articles an Amiteſty is granted, and an Abo- 
tion of al Offences and Miſintellizences, and Friendſmp is reftor'd.” 
By the 37th Article, The King renbunces all Alliantes gant the 
Duke of Butguridy, and obliges bimſelf to ſupport and aſſiſt him againſt 
all ſuch as would aggrieve or burt tin by War or otherwiſe. 


But obſerve what follows: ; | 
Art, XXXVIII. hem, The King ſhall conſent, and for that purpoſe 
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ive his Letters, That if it ſhould hereafter happen that he ſhould } 
Fafrifie this Treaty, his Vaſſals, Tenants, Subjects and Servants, | 
E and to come, ſhall no more be oblig'd to ſerve or obey him, 
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ut mall be oblig d to ſerve and wm my ſaid Lord of n., 
an 


' and his Succeſſors againſt the Ring; and in that Caſe all the ſaid Te- 


(53) 
nants, Vaſſals, Servants and Subjects, ſhall be abſolv'd and acquitted 
of all Oaths of Fidelity and others, and of all Promiſes -and Obli- 


gations of Services, whereby they might formerly be bound to the 
King; which ſhall not be thereafter imputed to them as a Fault or 


Reproach, nor any Demand be made of them on that account, 


His MaJtEsTY COMMANDING THEM TO DO so, AND AT 
THIS PRESENT TIME PARDONING AND ACQUITTING THEM 
THEREFORE. | 


By the 39th Article the King obliges himſelf, That on bis part 


ſhould be made the Promiſes, Submiſſions and Obligations for the Obſerva- 


tion of that Treaty, in the moſt full and ample Form that could be de- 
wis'd, which ſhould be deliver'd into the hands of Monſieur the Cardinal 
de St. Croix, the Legate of their Holy Father the Pope, Monſieur the Car- 
dinal of Cyprus, and the other Ambaſſadors of the Holy Council of Baſle; 


with Clauſes of Excommunication, Aggravation, Re-aggravation, and 


Interdiction of his Territories and Dominions, with other Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures, to the utmoſt Extent of the Church's Power: Which was then 


much dreaded all over the Chriſtian World. 


And finally inthe fortieth Article, his Majeſty obliges himſelf to 
cauſe to be given to my ſaid Lord the Duke of Burgundy, bis own Seal, incor- 
5705. with the Seals of the Princes and Lords of bis Blood and others under 

is Obedience, as Monſieur the Duke of Anjou, tbe Lord Charles his Brother, 
Monſieur the Duke of Bourbon, Monſieur d' Alenſon, Monſieur the Earl 
of Richmond, Monſieur the Earl of Vendoſme, and others, obliging them - 
ſelves to the Obſervation of this Treaty; and that in caſe it ſhould be in- 
fring d by the King, they ſhould be aiding and aſſiſting to my ſaid Lord 
the Duke of Burgundy againſt the King. | : | 

Now the Liberties, Power and Privileges of the Princes and States 


of France being reſtor'd (without which their Guaranty of a Trea- 
ty of Peace with the Allies could be of no effect) and they obliging 


themſelves (as I believe they would be giad to do) in the Form a- 
bove preſcrib'd for the Obſervation of the Treaty; Then might we 
turn our Spears imto Pruning- Hooks, enjoy the Fruits of all our glorious 
Toils and Victories, and every Man might eat his own Bread under the ſha- 
dow of bis own Vine, and of bis own Fig-Tree, in perfe® PEACE, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Hen ſeen, ſince the preceding Sheets came from the Preſs, the 
Gazette of this preſent Tueſday Dec. 6. together with the fo- 


reign Prints come in before, I cannot forbear making ſome ſhort 9 8 
marks 
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marks two important Paſſages, which much confirm the 
Notions 1 have advane'd in this Diſcourſe. 2 p We 
We are told that the Moſt Chriſtian King having ſent Orders to the 
Marſhal de Bezons to retire into France with the Troops under bis Com- 
mand, the Marſhal, who had accordingly begun his March, had writ to 
| 2 Philip, to deſire the neceſſary Orders might be given for the Subſiſ- 
. tence of theſe Troops upon their Route; to which he could obtain no 
Anſwer. That thereupon the Soldiers had committed great Diſor- 
ders, plunder'd the Villages, Cc. And in ſhort, That they were 
gone away in Diſcontent. But what follows? Why truly as ſoon as 
they come near the Frontiers, the Soldiers deſert in vaſt Numbers, 
and go over to the Spaniards. 

This is Lewis XI. all over. Juſt ſo have 1 told you, p. That he 
had disbanded ſome Troops of Horſe, and given them ſecret Orders 
to take on with the Duke of Zorain, to fight againſt his Ally the Duke 
of Burgundy. And whether Lewis XIV. has not thereby compleated 
the Parallel between him and his Predeceſlor, let the Reader judg. 

I ſuppoſe we ſhall hear ina little time of Monſieur de Torcy, or 9 
other Miniſter's Arrival at the Hague. The Allies will be told, That 
the moſt Chriſtian King, to ſhew the Sincerity of his Inclinations to 
Peace, has recall'd all the French Forces from Spain z That it would be 
unnatural for him to fight againſt his own Grandſon, but that he will 
abandon him, and leave the Allies to do as they think fit. Thus will 
he endeavour, by giving a Barrier, and promiſing to abandon Spain, 
to ward off the preſent Blow, and ſave himſelf. And ſo while he has 
all the Conveniences imaginable to ſuccour Spain underhand, he'll en- 
deavour to make Peace for France which the Allies are now ready to 
enter, and leave them to labour under innumerable Difficulties, occa- 
fion'd by the Diſtance of Spain from their Dominions, to carry on 
a dangerous and uncertain War, But in all this he will I hope be diſ- 
appoiated. | Siege 

The other Point I obſerve as a remarkable Confirmation of my 
Thoughts upon the Conditions of Peace, is the particular mention 
that the Diet of the Empire makes in their Memorial concerning. the 
enſuing Treaty, of the neceſlity of procuring the Reſtitution of the 
Dutchies of Lorain and Barr, and their Dependencies, which 1 had 
alſo made one of the main Articles upon which the common Safety 
would depend. | | 

I ſhall only add to what I have ſaid above, that ſeeing I make no doubt 

that as Men are now divided in their Sentiments upon moſt Subjects, 
there may poſſibly be found a great many Perſons who will differ 
much from my Notions as to the Reſtabliſiment of the e 
urc 
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